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LOUISA ARMITAGE. 


e LSE; 85 F172 Dublin, 
Mr. Dran Loviea; ; 


HERE is an inexpreflible pegs 

{ure in ſympathizing friendſhip, 
which only friends can conceive.— 
Happy am I, in the midſt of all my 
ſorrows, though deprived of a fond 


2a tender mother — happy in the 


fidelity of Louiſa z as, to her, without 
Vor.. II. 1 the | 


7 1 WILLIAM AND CHARLES: | 
| | | the leaſt reſerve, can freely unbolem . 
N my diſtreſs, and ſeek advice. — Sure, ] 
| without your, friendſhip, I fhould be ; 
Fi a wretch indeed! C 
i! Ves, my Dear, it was s Mr. Forteſcue; : . 
j and I have ſeen him again laſt night. _ | 
| — But why at night? —Why not [ 
if in the open day ?——= Alas! becauſe ; 
y on my account he is here—without $ 


the knowledge — the leave of his 
guardian, —Oh Louiſa, the thought 

ſtings me! I cannot ſee him as 

often as I with; and when I do, he 
runs the hazard of detection, and loſs 

of his guardian's eſteem— Nor am 1 


leſs ſafe. Should Mr. or Mrs. Framp- 
ton know that I have held a private 
converſe with Mr. Forteſcue, they 
would very juſtly look upon me as 
ungrateful, and deem me unworthy 
of their future favours. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Forteſcue has again repeated: 
his requeſt to give him my hand in 
private. — I have expatiatec much 
upon the evil conſequences which 
generally attend clandeſtine weddings, 
with all the little eloquence that I 
was miſtreſs of. He aſſured me, that 
when he was of age, which would be 
ma few months, he would then be 
L happy to publiſh the wedding. But 
: I candidly told him my dependence; 
and declared, that before T would take 
advantage of his love, and marry 
without the leave of his guardian, (to 
the hazard of his own fortune, if. 
diſcovered). I would: remain for ever 
ſingle.—I told him that diſguiſes of 
any ſort were difagreeable to me; 
prayed him therefore to return to 
London, from whence he might avow 
his love, (the ſincerity of which I did 
N Da: not 
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objections, (as I was ſure Mr. and 


Mrs. Frampton, and the reſt of my 
friends, would not have any) I ſhould 
be happy to enter the connubial bands. 


Il obſerved the danger I was now 


lady, what ſhould I do if they diſ- 


thought that I was the means of ſe- 
ducing Mr. Forteſcue from his ſtudies, 
and that I encouraged his preſence 


vant, was away) the danger of con- 
fiding in an humble domeſtic. 


1 not doubt) and if his guardian had no 


expoſed to. Being under ſo many 
obligations to Mr. Frampton and his 


covered our private meetings? If they 


here; which if Sir Walter Headſtrong 
heard of, he muſt, no doubt, be en- 

raged with me and my friends.— I 
then intimated (while Betty, the ſer- 


* You find (continued I) that ſhe 


has promiſed ſecreſy for money; and 
will 
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cok, TRE BOLD' ADVENTURERS, 5 
will ſhe not, do you think, for the 
ſame temptation, divulge it? — Oh 
Charles ! Charles! for Heaven fake 
return to London before a diſcovery 
takes place, which will inevitably be 
the ruin of both you and me.” 

Mr. Forteſcue endeavoured to re- 
move my fears—But Oh ! my Friend, 
they are too well grounded. — In- 
gratitude, I think, a crime of the 


blackeſt die; and I would not, for 


the world, be guilty of t.—1 will 
never act without the leave of Mr. 


Frampton; nor wrong his lady, who 
has behaved to me with ſuch maternal 
good - nature. Duty and obedience are 
their's to expect, and mine to pay.— 
believe, nay, I am ſure, that my kind 
benefactors would never oppoſe a wiſh 
of mine, that would be in the leaſt 
conducive | to my happineſs. The 
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6 WILLIAM AND CHARLES: 


oreater then my crime, if 1 did not 


deem them worthy my confidence, — 


Beſides, I know they think favourably 


of Mr. Forteſcue; and would, on my 
account, be glad of the union. ] have 


told Charles this, in hopes that it 
would encourage him; but it has 
ſerved only to increaſe his ſorrow. — 
He cannot, he ſays, avow to Mr. and 


Mrs. Frampton what he muſt conceal : 


from his guardian.—Did he, he added, 


reveal to them the fervency of his 
paſſion, and the ſummit of his wiſhes, 


certainly Mr. Frampton would conſult 


with Sir Walter, as he is too honour- 


able a character to encourage a minor 


to what may be deemed the ruin of 


him and his fortune.—** When done, 
(and it cannot be undone) then Mr. 


and Mrs. Frampton would agree to 
ſecreſy for all our ſakes.” 


I now 
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I now enquired. of Mr. Forteſcue 


why he ſhould harbour doubts. of 
Sir Walter 8 compliance 2— But alas! 
Louiſa, he told me what indeed cruſhed 


every remaining hope. 


„ will not (cried he) conceal from 


my dear Elvira aught that I know. — 
Sir Walter 1s an Engliſhman, and has 


learned the citizen's command, My 
ſon get money; which he has alſo 
applied to his ward, though in the 
meridian of his age.—He is a ſtranger. 
to all the feelings of refined Love; 
and were I to diſcloſe my honourable 


paſſion, he would only laugh at, and 
deride my ſtory.—According to his 
advice, and the injunctions which laſt 


he laid upon me, I have his permiſfion 
to marry any girl that is poſſeſſed of a 


good fortune—for Sir Walter n 
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that that is the All of love and hap- 
pineſs.“ 

If (cried he) you are ſo fortunate 
as to meet with an heireſs, marry her 
immediately. Loſe no time in aſking 
my conſent, for I give it to you 
before-hand: but don't be diverted 
with beauty and family. Beauty is a 
mere trinket which a child gets to 
divert him for awhile, and when tired, 
throws it away for nothing: —and as 


5 to family, I tell you, Charles, that a 


plain Myer, with twenty thouſand 
pounds, is far beyond all the Efquires 
which our poor country abounds with 
—ſo never marry without: ſhe's an 
heireſs.” | 

« When (continued Charles) Sir 
Walter had thus adviſed me, I was 
unacquainted with my Elvira, and 


knew 
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his guardian would expect. 
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; ks not the force of Love; but now 


I am apprized of all its pleaſures and 


pains, which makes the abſurdity 
of my guardian's council the more 


glaring. Aware therefore of the foibles 
of his diſpoſition, I muſt beware of his 
reſentment; and cannot, till I am of 


age, diſcover our mutual attachment.” 
Mr. Forteſcue, upon this candid con- 
feſſion, perceived my emotions of dif- 
treſs—He ſaid he thought it is duty 
to tell his reaſons for thus concealing 
his arrival, and wiſhing ſtill to conceal 
his Love from Sir Walter, —I per- 


cet ed now that all hopes of obtaining 


Sir Walter's conſent were in vain— 


Alas! my ſituation was not that which 
I am 
no heireſs !—I have no fortune 
Oh Louiſa, I am no independent, 
worthy Mr, Forteſcue's love !——This 

I in- 
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I informed Charles; but his pride was 
Hurt at my obſervations. —He told me 
he loved me more becauſe I was poor; 
for he thought that a competency, 
which he already enjoyed, would 
be productive of greater tranquillity 
than if we : abounded with unneceſſary 
wealth ——Amiable, diſintereſted love 
indeed KG Oh, my Friend, I was 
charmed with the dear man! 
Our interview at this time was very 
ſhort. —Betty informed us that Mr. 
and Mrs. Frampton were returned 
from the viſit they were making.ä— 
was obliged to leave Charles, (who 
indeed left me with great reluctance) 
and meet my kind benefactors.— They 
were as civil to me as ever. Indeed 
Louiſa, I am ſurpriſed than an abject 
wreveh as 1 am, ſhould be treated 
with 


on, THE' BOLD ADVENTURERS, r 
with ſuch uncommon — ſuch un- 
merited politeneſs. 

What is the reaſon of my Louiſa's 
filence ?—But you ſay you will never 
write without you have News worth 
communication. Ah, my dear Friend, 
is not an account of your health and 
yourſelf, News always acceptable? 
Believe me, my dear Armitage, it is.— 
I. am never fo happy as when I hear 
of your tranquillity, —Pray then uſe 
the pen as often as you can; 3 and i in 
return, believe me 


Your fincete friend, - 
| " Evans s. 


. W Gates I hear, f 18 nin E 
in the ſame e way—Kind 
Heaven give her caſe!! ! 
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LOUISA ARMITAGE 
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T Thank you, my Dear, for your 
laſt unexpected favour ; and muſt 
inform you that the cauſe of my late 
ſilence was owing to the coming home 
of our new lodger.—I have told you 


already that the gentleman: was ac- 


quainted with Mr. Forteſcue : L:can 


now aſſure you, my Dear, that he is 


his moſt particular friend, and knows 
every thing about you and Charles. — 
His converſation (which is indeed very 
entertaining) has engroſſed the beſt = 
part of my time: it is only now that 
I could take up the pen, and write to 

my friend. am exceedingly. well 
OS „ pPaelweaſed 
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pleaſed with' Mr. Jefferſon (for that is 


the gentleman's name)—His behaviour 


and manners, are indeed very engaging. 


Il am not ſorry. now, that Mr. 
Groveby has lett the firſt floor: to be 


ſure, at firſt, I was exceedingly vex d; 
for I know my uncle does not want 
money; but he thought the houſe 


was too large, and was. reſolved to 


diſpoſe of ſome of it.—As it has hap- 
pened, I am very well pleaſed : indeed 


I wanted a perſon in the houſe (eſpe- 


cially as my dear Elvira has left me) 


with whom TI could: chat an hour or 
ſo. My uncle is old Old people 
are croſs and croſs people very diſ- 
agreeable. You may remember, 
my Dear, how Mr. Groveby would 
now and then interrupt our privacy; 
eſpecially when my dear Elvira was 
telling me her ſtory.— Apropos — 1 
Vox. II. 8 „ tis 


14 _ WILLIAM AND CHARLES: 


| have told Mr. Jefferſon all about it.— 


He heard a part of it before. How- 


ever, Good ſoul! he would not ſtop 


my tongue in its career; fo I con- 
tinued my gabble till I was tired. 


Mr. Groveby and his tenant are 


become quite bo companions : indeed 


my uncle wanted one to make him a 


little cheerful. —They ſupp'd together 


laſt night: it was my uncle gave the 


invitation ; and bade me to have what 


friends in the neighbourhood I wiſhed. 
I requeſted: the company of Widow | 


Bloomer, her ſon and two daughters. 
After tea we proceeded to ſmall 


games Dear Elvira, it is a long time 


before I was ſo merry I was ready 
to jump out of my ſkin.—We ſported 
with the alphabet firſt: the letter L 


came to Mr, Jefferſon ; and becauſe 


I thought 


l og 7 : , * 2 * Hog — 32 
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1 thought i it worth remembrance, the 
rogue thus | Ears 


« T love my love with an I, h me is lovely; _- 


4 hate her with an L, (ſmiling) becauſe ſhe is 


« learned: 
« I carried her to the ſign of Love; 


„ Treated her upon Lamb——Emblem of her 


« Innocence. 
« Her name is Louiſa, 


And ſhe lives in London. FEET 


It was not merely the words, but 


his manner of expreſſing them, that 


ſo much delighted. -I remarked that 
his compliment did not paſs unnoticed. 
he Miſs Bloomers ſeemed exceeds 


ingly mortified that it was not paid to 
them.—I ſaw Jenny now.aud then 


turn up her noſe; and her ſiſter Eliza 


exprefſed equal diſpleaſure: when about 


releaſing our forferts; —T aflure you, 


my Dear, that Mr. Jefferſon teſtified 


S2 the 
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the greateſt good ſenſe—He was the 
exact contraſt of Bloomer, Never did 
I ſee ſuch a ſimpleton as that John. 
— Mr. Jefferſon was commanded 
by the elder Miſs Bloomer to ifs the 
one he loved beſt; and how do you 
think he acted, my Dear ?—He looked 
over at me and ſmiled : as much as 
to lay, I would if I dare! and then 
- walked over towards the old lady, and 
kiſſed Widow Bloomer.—Admirable ! 
IU never was ſo pleaſed in all my life! 
Mr. Bloomer was commanded to 
ſay an impudent and pretty thing to 
every one in the room— But alas! I 
was in pain for the fool. — He ſtood. 
in the middle of the room like one 
frightened out of his wats. 
My uncle was never ſo merry in all 

his life. He Toug” Oh the days when 
J was young,” and twenty other ſongs, 
with 


cok, THE BOLD AbVENTUR ERS. 17 
with equal glee.— I am very ſure that 
Mr. Jefferſon and he will become in- 
ſeparable.— Indeed I was never fo de- 
lighted with any young man before— 
Pray Heaven I don't fall in love! 
Well, my Dear, and is it your fixed 
reſolve to keep poor Charles for ever 
in ſuſpenſe ?-Nay now that's cruel. 
—PFor my part, I deſpiſe the leaſt ap- 
pearance of formality, and would be 
ſorry that my dear Elvira ſhould be 
eſteemed one of thoſe weathercocks. 
whoſe minds are never the ſame.— 
But I know your character too well; 
and though I am ſorry for the reaſon. 
of this delay, yet I muſt admire it 
But are there no means to-diſcover the 
affair to. Mr. and Mrs. Frampton with- 
_ out revealing it to Sir Walter ? — By 
your account of that old fellow, 1 
think him like your couſin, Mr. Evans. 


C43 —lndeed, By, 
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—Indeed, my Dear, it makes me e very 
uneaſy. I am greatly afraid that Mr. 


Forteſcue will, notwithſtanding all his 


pains, be diſcovered: then, if it be 
known that he is in Dublin, of courſe 
the fair cauſe will be found out.— 
How unlucky that my dear Elvira 


was obliged to leave London! 


You have not mentioned how much 
Mr. Forteſcue wants of being of age; 


as then there can be no obſtacle to 


your happineſs.— I am ſure Charles is 
too noble a character ever to revoke 
the promiſe he has made in London, 
and ſince repeated in Dublin. Would 
it not then be better to prevail upon 


Mr. Forteſcue to return to his ſtudies, 
and (if the time of his minority be 


thort) delay till he is of age: or, as I 
think it will be a great ſatisfaction on 
both ſides, re wy Dear, you give 


your 
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en, THE BOLD ADVENTURERS. 19 


your conſent to a private wedding. 
When Mr. and Mrs. Frampton hear 


the cauſe, they will not, I am, ſure, 
upbraid you — No, it is not their 
nature.— I am fully convinced that 
they have themſelves an eſteem for 


Mr. Forteſcue ; ſince to him you owed 


' your deliverance from the inſults of 
that ſtrange fellow. — How then can 
they wonder at your partiality ? 


No—it is Gratitude and Love! 
I hope to hear from my dear Elvira 


as ſoon as poſſible; and that her next 
letter may be the forerunner of end- 


leſs happineſs, is the ardent wiſh of 
her 
Sincere friend, 


L. ARMITAGE, 


CHARLES 


— — —— —— — — — 


at —Ü— 3 — — * 7 
——— — — . —·¹¹ Wy — * * . 
a p g 9 
, : * 


— — ——_ —— _— — —— —————— — r h 


_— . 


20 WILLIAM AND CHARLES: 


CHARLES FORTESCUE, ESG 
WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Eq. = 
F Have herein encloſed an anſwer for 
my guardian; which I requeſt you 


will, upon receipt of this, be ſo kind 


as to put into the Poſt-Office for him. 
—] have told him in my letter that I 
am very attentive to my ſtudies, and 
am much ſurpriſed how any officious 


. perſon could endeavour to perſuade 
| him that J had left London; have 


alſo promiſed a ſtrict adherence to 
his advice, and conclude with warm 
wiſhes for his ſucceſs in every attempt 


he makes, and ardent prayers that he 
may obtain a wife worthy of his hand 


and fortunc. Indeed I am ſurpriſed | 
n T TO He Xi 
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that Sir Walter did not marry long 
ago; but he is far from being an old 
man; and ſince poſſeſſed of a conſider- 


able fortune, it would be a ſhame for 


him to remain ſingle. 


J have been candid to my Jour 


Elvira, and freely informed her of my 
guardian's character. But Oh! m 


Friend, ſhe is ſtill unwilling — ſtill 
averſe to a clandeſtine wedding ; 3 - 


by. endeavouring to difluade me from 


the thought, and prevail upon me to 


return to London till J am of age, diſ- 
courages my preſent addrefles.—Alas ! 
Seven months of my minority remain; 


and many may be the viciflitudes in 
life ere the expiration of that time! 
— My dear Elvira is young and 
charming—She cannot but have many 
admirers—and if, by the recommend- 


ations of her friends, a rival ſnould ſup- 


7 plant 
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22 WILLIAM AND CHARLES: 
plant me, Oh William, What ſhould | 
I do?—But you will tell me I am 
creating ſorrow for myſelf, and that 
Miſs Evans is too ſincere to admit of 
_ another's addreſſes. Ah, William, 
it is the beſt way to be provident in 
time. I make no doubt but my 
dear Elvira 75s fincere.—I know ſhe 
loves me well.—But why delay our 
| happineſs ? — Gratitude to Mr. and 
Mrs. Frampton.——She will not, ſhe 
ſays, marry, till ſhe can firſt inform 
them, for fear of diſpleaſiug them q 
and, by the ſame rule, ſhe may marry 
to pleaſe them. — Should Mr. Frampton 
propoſe another match to her, Gratt- 
tude may prompt her to the accept- 
ance; and as ſhe has ſo long delayed 
our happineſs, ſhe may in like manner 
forfeit it for ever, —Oh, my Friend, this 
thought diſtracts me !—How could 1 
„ bear 
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bear to ſee her in another's arms? 
See my happy triumphant rival, ſpite 

of my prior claim and the birthright 


of my paſſion, feed on thoſe charms 


once deſigned for me! Oh TJef- 
ferſon ! Jefferſon ! the very thought 
alarms me! —— Seven Months are 
Seven Years, when the mind is kept 
in anxious expectation, and hourly 
fears the loſs of all that it holds dear. 
I wiſh my friend could learn the 
mad-houſe where my dear Elvira's 
mother is confined, Could I, by your 


information, tell her now and then ho- 


her beloved parent is, I know it would 
yield much to her ſatisfaction.—Miſs 
Evans has not yet hinted any thing 
of the matter; and I am unwilling, 
except I could adminiſter relief, to : 
begin a diſagreeable ſubject.—Surely, 

| wy; ſie « cannot think that the mis- 


fortunes 5 
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fortunes of a parent, could in any 
meaſure alienate my affections — Idle 
notion !—and mult be eg from 
my dear Elvira's heart. Pray 
William enquire.—It would be a great 
conſolation to me to know about her. 
Melancholy mad! — Methinks 
thre muſt be ſome her reaſon, ſome 
domeſtic ſorrow, whence this madneſs 
originates How could my friend ſend 
me ſuch an imperfect account Miſs 
Armitage certainly knows the reaſon ; 
and will the not, do you think, diſcloſe 
the cauſe as readily as ſhe has done 
the ſtory? — Really, my Friend, it 
would oblige me much; for, I con- 
feſs, on my Elvira's account, I feel 
within me a ſympathetic ſort of pity 
for this unfortunate woman.—Perhaps 
the murder of her huſband, or ſome 
ſimilar misfortune, has been the fatal 
cauſe; 
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cauſe: but then the cauſe would have 
been public, and the mother's inſanity. 
could not have been ſo long concealed 
from her child. —Beſides, as my dear 
Elvira never remembers her father, 
it muſt be ſome more recent misfor- 
tune than his death that has turned 
the brains of a folitary widow, —Ah ! 
my Friend, if you can find her out, 
for my ſake adminiſter that balmy 
_ conſolation which her ſorrow requires. 
What does Miſs Armitage think? 
AIs there no Ikelihood of recovery? 
Does her precarious condition baffle 
all the art of medicine: Pray excuſe 
my repetitions: they proceed from 
real undiflembled pity. 

It is now the time, that. diſguiſed 
by night, I haſten to meet my dear 
Elvira. — Our interview is romantic 
indeed !—in a rural walk, leading to 
the garden of Mr. Frampton' s houſe, 

e where 
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where © the pale moon and ſtars alone 
are conſcious of the theft, we fly to 


one another's arms. — The ſervant 
generally apprizes me of her young 


miſtreſs's approach; and as my dear 


Elvira has now made it a cuſtom to 
take a walk about this time, neither 
Mr. nor Mrs. Frampton wonder at 
her abſence.— Being muffled up in a 
great coat, I eſcape the eyes of ſuſ- 
picion. However, I am determined to 


take a lodging near Mr. Frampton's; 


where, under a borrowed name, I 


may remain concealed, and ſee my 


dear Elvira when every ee, 


| arrives. 


Forgive my haſte—the De is Love 


—and believe me to be 


Vour's fincerely, 


ELVIRA 


C. FokTESCUE, 


+. 
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ELVIRA EVANS 
IS 
LOUISA ARMITAGE. 
LAS! my Dear, a moſt un- 
avoidable accident prevented 


me from . Mr. F e laſt 


night. 

About the time of our aſſignation, 
Wan poor Charles was waiting for 
me behind the garden, Timothy (Mr. 


Frampton's butler) came in; and, by 
the way of appearing a very honeſt, 
circumſpect man, aflured his maſter 


that there was a thief hankering be- 
hind the garden, whoſe intention he 
knew muſt be very bad, for he was 


muffled in a great coat, notwithſtand- 
ing the heat of the weather, and every 


now and then peeping into the garden. 


92 Mr. 
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Mr. Frampton gave immediate or- 
ders that the doors ſhould be locked. 
Timothy bowed conſent, and depart- 
ed; at the ſame time en that ; 
he would ſpeak to the fellow. 
Fellow I could have diſcharged ban 
that moment with infinite pleaſure for 
the opprobrious term. —Sure Charles 
has no appearance of a thief ! 
my dear Louiſa, to what 9 


—0Oh! 


flurs and hazards, has my dear For- 


teſcue expoſed himſelf on my ac- 


count! 
When Timothy bad departed, I was 
about preparing for my uſual walk ; 


but Mr. Frampton, out of good-nature 
indeed, prevented me. 


My dear girl, you muſt not go 


out to-night: 'tis late, and you hear 
how ſome perſon is hankering about, 
and nobody can tell for what,” 


But, 


c ay 
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« But, Sir, I ſhan't go out of the 
garden: indeed I am never afraid when 5 
my ſervant is with me.“ 
„ Vour ſervant is but a weak de- 
fence. — Don't you remember how 
once you were inſulted, I had then 
promiſed never to let you go abroad 
again unprorected.” 
% Dear Sir, but the garden * | 
meadows threaten no danger.” 

Ves, my Child, they do.—PForgive | 
my affiduity : Jam uneaſy on your 
account.—This perſon, perhaps may 
be waiting for a private opportunity 
to ſee you. —Your charms are more 
than common, and will entice the 
ſpoiler to ſeize the moſt ſecret mode 
of gratifying his deſire.— Vou have no 
Forteſeue here to defend you !—No 
Charles to return home with you!“ 


D320. 
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However, Mr. Frampton perceiving 
that I had till a wiſh to walk, not 
willing to baulk my intentions, pro- 
poſed to come out with me himſelf, 
— This, I could by no means admit 
| His preſence would entirely ſpoil all. 
But J could not, however, mortified 
as I was, forbear admiring his good- 
nels, and thanking him for his kind- 
neſs; the acceptance of which I. 
evaded, by recolleQing that Mrs. 
Frampton was in her chamber in- 
diſpoſed, and that [ would not deprive 
her of his company, but propoſed to 
give up all thoughts of my walk, and 
follow him up Tait to entertain his 
lady with cards. — Previous to this, 1 
ſcribbled a few lines with an aching 
heart indeed, and begged my maid to 
give them to Charles, that he may 
know the reaſon of this cruel diſap- 
pointment,— 
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pointment.—1 then went up ſtairs, 
with a countenance of borrowed 


gaiety, and fat down to cards with 


Mr. and Mrs. Frampton and an old 


maiden neighbou r. 


The circumſtance of poor Charles 
ſtrolling about, was repeatedly told, — 
Miſs Underwood (that being the lady's 


name) told a dozen friglitful ſtories of 
thieves and murderers ; all owing, ſhe 
ſaid, to the wickedneſs and treachery 


of ſervants. She applauded Timothy 


greatly for his vigilance ; and againſt 


my will, I was obliged to join in his 
praiſe. But ſhe alarmed poor Mrs. 


Frampton ſo much, that the bell was 
rung for Timothy, and freſh orders 


given for the doors to be locked and 
bolted. | 


Our neighbour, Miſs Underwood, 


now mentioned that there was a per- 


ſon 
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ſon at her houfe the preceding night, 
looking for a lodging; but on account 
of the lateneſs of the hour, and the 
muffled- up appearance he made, ſhe 
was led to imagine he was no better 
than he ſhould be. On enquiring his 
name, he heſitated, then told her it 
was Morton, but he could refer her to 


nobody for his character. However, 


he ſaid he would call again that night, 
and give her every ſatis faction. — She 


had left word, ſhe ſaid, with her maid, 


provided he came again, to ſend him 


to Mr. Frampton's. 
I did not want penetration enough 


to know that this unhappy ſuſpected 


perſon was Charles ſtill ; who for con- 


veniency ſake, wiſhes to be nearer 
me. I dreaded this as well as other 


threatening dangers, and feared that 
e one 
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one way « or other my dear Mr. For- 
teſcue would be diſcovered. 


After the firſt rubber of whiſt; 


'F imothy came up with a long 8 
portending the greateſt mis fortunes.— 


Oh Louiſa, I was frightened out of. 
my wits I laid down my cards.— 


He begged to ſpeak in private with 


Mr. Frampton, for fear he might 


alarm his miſtreſs ; and God knows, 


by the prelude of his ſtory, we were i 
all alarmed already. 


Mr. Frampton commanded him to 


ſay openly whatever he had to diſ- 
cover; upon this, Timothy looking 
about with all the fears of an informer, ä 


proceeded: 


„ am very ſorry, Sir, to inform 


| you, that I am afraid Mrs. Betty is 


the ſole cauſe of this ſtrange fellow's 
haunting the boufe. Upon my miſ- 
treſs's 
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trefs's charge of doubly faſtening the 
doors, I went down ſtairs, and notwith- 
ſtanding my previous locking them, 


perceived them now open. My curi- 
oſity was excited. —I went into the 


garden, and all about the garden; and 


at laſt perceived Madam Betty with 


the very identical fellow that I faw 


before, in deep converſation together. 


Upon ſeeing me they immediately took 


leave, and he, with as much ſpeed as 
poſſible, made off.“ 


General conſternation was the Ave 


of this ſtory : but alas! Louiſa, I was 


the moſt concerned; as now I thought 


that a diſcovery of Mr. Forteſcue's 


perſon muſt inevitably follow.— en- 
deavoured to acquit poor Betty as 


much as poſſible ; and obſerved, that 


as far as I could penetrate, ſhe was 
molt remarkably honeſt, Hy 
c Ah! 
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Ah! but (cried the officious Miſs 
Underwood) we muſt not confide in 
appearances.— The cafe is plain, my 
dear. — This is ſome ſweetheart of 
Betty's —He is deluding the girl with 
a promiſe of marriage, merely for the 
fake of robbing the houſe. —I aſſure 
you I ſhan't be at all amazed if I hear 
to-morrow you are robbed,” 

The fears of my friends were now 
increaſed by the perverſe officiouſneſs 
of this creature; it was accordingly 
agreed upon that Betty ſhould be 
called up and examined. Timothy 
was therefore ordered to ſummon her 
up in the chamber. 

Oh! Louiſa, you cannot conceive 
the tremor I was in.—To be ſure this 
was a time to be convinced of Betty's 
ſincerity : but the conflict was too 


pn] could not ſuppoſe that . 


domeſtic, 
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domeſtic, like her, would on my ac- | 
count hazard her place. — Hope and 
Fear had their alternate reign : but 
the latter, my Friend, was more pre- 
dominant. —At laſt Betty appeared; 
and, by a ſly wink, which unperceived 
the gave me, encouraged me to hope 
that the name of Forteſcue would till 
be dormant— Miſs Underwood pro- 
_ceeded firſt to e Rios heſt- 
tated—and ah me! my fear returned. 
8 Betty, (cried Mr. Frampton) Are 
not you aware of the ſin of endangering 
that property which a maſter entruſts 
his ſervant with?“ 
Perfectly, Sir.“ 
„How comes it then that you hold 
'a private converſe with a man whom 
Timothy has Maarhes tor hankering 
about the door?“ 


| 20 Sir, 
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Sir, (replied Betty with un— 
common fortitude) I hope you will 
hear me with as much patience as you 


have done Mr. Timothy; and I aſſure 


you, Sir, that I will confeſs the whole 


| truth. T 


15 Certainly. —Go on.” 
Oh! my Friend, I was Rill appre- 


huenſive. — Betty's ſedate manner of 


promiſſing a confeſſion, filled! me with 


the utmoſt ſuſpenſe. 


Miſs Underwood, before Betty pro- 


ceeded, took care to forewarn her of 


the danger of telling lies; and with 
rhapſodical menaces of brimſtone and 
fire, almoſt terrified myſelf.— At laſt 
the honeſt girl thus proceeded : 
A few days ago, Sir, Mr. Timothy 
propoſed a marriage to me.—He pro- 
miſed to make me a very happy houſe- 


| keeper, and no longer dependant upon 


Vox. II. E „ ſervi— 
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ſervitude.—I attended to his apc, 
and told him I ſhould think of it; but 
| happening to diſcover from a relation 
of my brother's that Mr. Timothy 
was married already, and had left his 
poor wife, I candidly aſſured him the 
reaſon of my declining the match, 
and at the ſame time told him he 
was an infamous fellow for uſing his 
wife ſo ill, and wanting to deceive me. 
From that hour, Sir, I ſaw he was 
bent upon revenge; determined, I 
ſuppoſe, upon removing me, and ſub- 
ſtituting one in my place that would 
be caſily deluded.— He aſk'd me re- 
peatedly to tell the name of my in- 
former; but J abſolutely refuſed it; 
not willing, on my account, that a 
friend ſhould be expoſed to his ca- 
pricious humour. Now Sir, I ſuſpect 
by his behaviour to-night, that he has 


di 55 
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diſcovered that that man whom he 
has repreſented as a ſpy and thief, was 
the very perſon that told me of his 


treachery ; and becauſe he was afraid _ 


that Mr. Timothy meant me ſome 
harm, (which I don't know but what 
he did) was reſolved to watch him.— 
My goed fellow-ſervant has therefore 
taken theſe deſpicable means (hoping 
to have him apprehended and me 
diſcharged) of being revenged Upon us 
both.” 

Never was a ſtory elveb with 
more plauſibility and ſeeming truth, 
in reſpect to my Charles, than this. 
II corroborated the tale, by aſſuring 
Mr. and Mrs. Frampton that I had 

heard Betty tell me before about 

Timothy wanting her to marry him, 

and being married already ; (which, 
. Loma, I did) and that 1 accordingly 


E; 1 
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adviſed her to take great care of her- 


ſelf. 


By Miſs Underwood's deſire: Timo- 
thy was next ſummoned; and being 
interrogated by his maſter whether or 
no he had ever propoſed marriage to 
Betty, he was obliged to anſwer in 


the affirmative. — Every doubt was 


now removed —He was immediately 
diſmifled, with the character of a 


vindictive, officious fellow, and Betty 


recommended for her candour and 


honeſty. 


I would not be the means (and that 
I am ſure my Louiſa knows) of being 
the ruin of a domeſtic, either by her 


loſing her place, or getting the habit 
of lies —Betty is however retained ; 


and her ſtory in reſpect to Timothy 


(who I know was inſtigated more 


by revenge than any” concern for his 


maſter's. 
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maſter's property) was in every Hllable 
truth. 
ut ſcarcely had we : played the firſt 
hand of another rubber, when Miſs 
Underwood (who is never happy, I 
believe, but when ſhe is meddling) 
told Mr. and Mrs. Frampton that they 
ought to make Betty bring the man to 
their houſe to prove what the had 


ſiaid. 


« I aſſure you (continued the) that 
circumſpeRion js very neceſſary. We 
cannot be too much upon our guard: 
ſo I adviſe you by all means to ſee 
this man, and hear if what he will 
| fay coincides with Betty's ſtory.” 

I was extremely provoked with this 
| buſy old woman, and became appre- 


henſive of her renewing our danger. 


I made therefore many occaſional re- 
marks to prove the abſurdity of this 
caution. 


TT” 
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„If (cried I) Betty was inclined 
to be deceitful, how eaſy would it be 
for her to bring a confederate, and 
prompt him what he ſhould fay ?— 

But I am well aflured of her truth 
and integrity; and muſt think, that 
when a perſon 7s honeſt, to be ſtill 
doubtful and ſuſpicious, muſt certainly 
hurt their oe: and Ong if they 
: Have any,” © 

«« Nay, don't tell me, Miſs Evans, 
of pride and feelings—If I found my 
ſervant to be proud, I ſhould im- 
mediately diſcharge her —and as to 
feelings, I am poſitive there are none 
of Fhele degenerate wretches that have 

any.” | 
Then they muſt be wretches in- 
deed !—But you aud I, Miſs Under- 
wood, differ in opinion. — I cannot 
Appoſe⸗ becauſe depending upon ſervi⸗ 

tude, 


— 8 
r 4 > 
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tude, they are bereft of feelings — 


We are all dependent, ſome more and 


ſome leſs, —If we have affluence, ſtill 


we depend upon Providence for health 
to keep it; and I ſhould be ſorry to 
think that the mind ſhould alter with 


our ſituations. — The flave muſt feel 
as well as his maſter —Are humanity, 


- gratitude, and all the noble paſſions, 
to be eraſed ?! —As to pride, Madam 
E there is a pride both proper and 
becoming, which will prevent even 


ſervants ſtooping to a mean action.“ 


Never did my oratory ſo much 


avail me: it abſolutely amuſed Miſs 
Underwood from making other pro- 
poſals, and prevented Mr. or Mrs, 
Frampton from following her advice. 
The old lady, however, could not 


forbear her recommendation of pru- 


dence and caution. 
« I have 
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„ have found the good effects of 


it (cried ſhe)—Let me alone for cir- 
cumſpection. 
among the Trojans when the Wooden 
Horſe was ſent, the Greeks ſhould not 


Ah ! Had I been 


have ſlept ſo long 1 in quiet. I engage 
I would have pulled them all out by 
the noſes.” 

Poor Miſs Underwood would hive 
made a longer ſpeech of this, had not 
Mrs. Frampton (her partner) by play- 
ing a wrong card, put an end to the 


ſubject ; - which, notwithſtanding the 
won both rubbers, diſconcerted her 


greatly. 
I] was now eaſy for awhile, till Mr. 


Frampton, at ſupper, having mention- 
ed the kindneſs of Mr. Forteſcue, the 


old woman ſtarted at the name. 


What? Do you know Mr. For- 
teſcue,” cried Mrs. F rampton. 


&© Not 
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have called upon me. 
Heaven I was ſure of it.” 


4 Not perſonally, Madam: but one 
of his relations I have the pleaſure” of 
being acquainted with. — She 1s an 


old lady,—1 faw her for the firſt time 
at the Aſſembly laſt Tueſday ; ; and] 


aſſure you, Madam, it. is reported that 
Mr. Forteſcue is here“ 

„Here !—(echoed Mr. Frampton) 
Impoffible |! —He would certainly 
—1 wiſh. to 


Then (returned Miſs Underwood) 
I ſhall make it my buſineſs to enquire: 
and I affure you, Sir, that I ſeldom 
undertake any thing without accom- 

pliſhing it to my own and my bea 8 
ſatisfaction.? 

I never was fo tired of an old lady 8 
company in all my life. I could have 
affronted her with pleaſure.—Fo tell 

the 
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the truth, Louiſa, I was very keen in 
my obſervations, and ſharp in all my 
anſwers, — Mr. and Mrs. Frampton, I 
believe, perceived the diſhke I had for 
her; however they hinted nothing.— 
They have invited her to dine with us 
to-morrow, and I underſtand that ſome 
| ſtrangers are expected.— Alas! Louiſa, 
I am ill-ſuited for company—Solitude 
has been my general wiſh. — How 
happy am I now while in my own 
chamber alone and writing this. 
Oh Louiſa, the Muſe inſpires me on 
the ſubject Forgive me then, if for 
the preſent I give her her way, and 
e, myſelf a moment with the 
pen. You know I am at times 
poetic- mad, — Excuſe my innocent 
frenzy, and accept for concluſion this 
humble 8 


Pn 
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ODE ox SOLITUDE. 


TTYAIL dreary Solitude remote 

From all the public haunts of men! 

Where Silence reigns—where Poets wrote 

Their genuine oftsprings of the pen! 

Here pious Grief delights to dwell : 
The Anchorets' retreat is here— 

Conceal'd—obſcure—that tongue nor ear 

Shall neither hear them, nor their actions tell. 


Oh Solitude! rever'd and ſought _ 
By ev'ry child of pale-fac'd Woe; 
To cheriſh the heart-breaking thought, 
Whence trickling tears of ſorrow flow. 
There, unmoleſted and unknown, 
Pale Meditation wraps the mind; 
And pleaſure in our pain we find, 
To weep betimes—unpitied—and alone. | 


4a mats ot. > ** 2 -— * en 3 aa 4 * n 1 1833 "WT *R _—_ 


To thy abode—thy far abode— 
Oh Solitude! will Damon ſtray: 
The hapleſs Exile takes the road, 
And chides his Sylvia on the way. 


Sylvia 
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Sylvia ſo cruel and unkind, „„ 
That drives him hence no years remove 
Ihe joy and ſorrow of his love; 
For Time engraves them deeper on the mind. | 


To you, ye manſions of the ſad, 

Love unrequited flies—from you 
The Fancies ſpring and Bombaſt mad, 
And weedy Rhapſody enſue.— 

Thou Solitude can'ſt aid the rhyme, 
While the expreſſive melting line, 
Flows with ſuch harmony divine! 
Such lofty ſtrains !—melodious and ſublime. 


You rs, &c. 


E. EvAx 8. 


ELVIRA 
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E L VIX A EVANS, 


To 
LOUISA ARMITAGE. 
( In Continuation. ) 


My Dear Lovisa, 


URE LY I was born to be 
KAIF miſerable ! — Every day brings 
forth ſome addition to my pain. 
Poor Charles and I can never have an 
opportunity of meeting again But I 
will not keep my friend in ſuſpenſe. — 
You muſt know that Mr. Frampton 

and Sir Walter Headſtrong are ac- 
quainted: he was one of the ſtrangers 
that dined with us yeſterday.—Dinner 
was exceedingly late; and as they all 
took a walk in the garden towards the 


cloſe of the evening, it was impoſſible : 
Vor. | | = Þ * 
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nm 


for. me to ſee my Charles. I know he 
was waiting for me, — Betty would 
have told him the reaſon, and my em- 


barraſſment, but dreaded Timothy's 


detection 3 who, ſince her ſtory laſt 
night, bears the ſtrongeſt antipathy to 
Her. wa, 5 
After dinner, the officious, buſy 
M.iſs Underwood mentioned Mr. For- 
teſcue's name, and inſiſted upon it that 
the young gentleman was in Dublin. 


„ Impoſſible! (cried Sir Walter) — 


I heard fo myſelf: but it is impoſſible. 

Why, I have a letter in my pocket 
from him, wherein he tells me that he 
1s ſtudying hard at the Temple.“ 


„But Sir, Mrs. Walpole (who 


would not for the world tell a lie) has 
abſolutely ſeen him Ves, and what 
is more, I have ſeen him too, and did 
not know it before.“ 
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« But look at this letter, Madam— 


only a week's date.” 
_- «« But, Sir, he has been about lodg- 


ings in my houſe.” GE. 
„ Poo! poo! poo!—he can't be 
both here and there - impoſſible! 
« Dear Sir Walter, hear TSA 


have made it my buſineſs to know. 

Mrs. Walpole was with me this morn- 
ing — Your ward (who told me his 
name was Morton) came in a coach; 


but upon ſeeing my friend at the win- 
dow, ordered the man to turn and 


drive away immediately.“ 


„ ſhould be very happy to ſee Mr. 
Forteſcue,“ cried ſeveral in the com- 
pany, particularly Mr. Frampton, who 
a little after took Sir Walter aſide, and 


had a very long converſatiom 1 ſup- 
poſe he told him Charles's k NC 


atten- 


tion to me when in London. —I was 


not a little pleaſed at this idea: for 


F 4 ſhould e 


21 
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ſhould ever the intended union be 


tween me and Charles take place, it is 

much better that his guardian ſhould 

know of our ſecret love by degrees. 
Miſs Underwood, on Sir Walter's 


return to the company, began the 
painful ſubject about Charles afreſh.— 


Was ever ſuch a provoking woman? 
— What pains ſhe takes to renew a 


ſubject that was difagreeable. — But 
Sir Walter being as obſtinate as her, 
it was a fine theme for argument: 


Miſs Underwood vouching for the 


authenticity of Mrs. Walpole, and Sir 
Walter arguing upon the impoſſibility 
of a man being in Dublin and writing 
a letter from London. To be ſure 
the oddneſs of Mr. Forteſcue's project, 
would baffle Credibility itſelf. 

Sir Walter was exceedingly polite 


to me; and being the guardian of my 
5 en, I took particular pains to be 


attentive 
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_ attentive to him.— He paid me many 
compliments; which I aſſure you, 
Louiſa, I was not a little proud of. 


I have written another letter to Mr. 


Forteſcue, but had not as yet an op- 


portunity of conveying it to him. 


J thought it neceflary to put him on 
his guard, and inform him how Sir 


Walter and Mr. Frampton are ac- 


quainted. 


Oh Louiſa, La" very unhappy, not 
having ſeen Charles now two days! 
I am filled with a thouſand apprehen- 


ſions. Pray Heaven no accident may 


happen him! 


to any in the houſé, in bach of Mr. 


F 3 Forteſcue. 
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Forteſcue.—1 ſincerely WP ſhe may 


find him. 


Alas! my Friend, 1 ſee nothing but 
a ſeries of misfortunes before me !— 


Blame me not, I pray, for a ſup- 


poſed creation of accidents they are 
inevitable! 


zjuſtly called in queſtion by the beſt 


the kindeſt of men and women—Mr, 


and Mrs. Frampton——and if, in this 
cruel ſituation, I forfake poor Charles, 
I ſhould moſt deſervedly loſe his affec- 
tions. I cannot. marry, and I can- 
not —. Oh Charles! Charles! 


: Why did you fo raſhly follow me? 
My dear Louiſa write 000 and 


adviſe 
Your r unhappy friend, 


E. Evaxs, 


WILLIAM 


If I elope with Mr. 
Forteſcue, my Gratitude may be very 
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4. + 


WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Es & 


T 0 


CHARLES FORTESCUE, ESO 


DEAR CHARLES, 


9 in the name of wonder 
have you done to your ad- 


verſary the devil, that he ſhould put 
ſo many ſudden obſtacles into your 
way? — But 1 ſhall no longer write 
riddlingly—A letter from your guar- 


dian, which I have juſt received, and 


for your ſatisfaction encloſe, will ſoon 


riddle-meree the matter. — 1 ſhan't 
trouble you with any anecdotes of 
myſelf, as J know you won't be in a 

humour for peruſing them — ſuffice 
it to ſay that Miſs Armitage and I are 
1 


56 WILLIAM AND CHARLES: | 
very often together, — Pray let me 
know by return of poſt how I am to 
act for you in this intricate matter, 


I am, 


Yours, &c. 
Your's, & 


1 W. JEFFERSON: 


P. S. I have kept the letter which 
your guardian mentions in his, till I 
receive your commands about it. 
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Sin WALTER HEAD STRONG, 
1 0 
CHARLES FORTESCUE, ESG 
(Encloſed in the orvceling:) 


CHARLES, 


I T is very extraordinary that the 
4 people here inſiſt upon it that you 
have left London and are actually now 
in Dublin.—Let me tell you, Sir, that 
if you are here, it is very impertinent 
of you to be giving me all this trouble 
of writing to you in another place 
But I can't believe it.—I receive your 
anſwers, and I know they are your 
| hand-writing — How then do you 
divide yourſelf ? - Can you be Hic et 
ubique, Charles ?!——TI vow it is very | 
ſurpriſing, "There muſt be ſome one 
of n 
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here exceedingly like you; for two 
or three have now inſiſted upon it —I 
aſſure you, Charles, if I meet any one 


here with your face, I ſhall play the | 


very devil with him, and write all 
about it to you afterwards. 
But come, as I muſt have imme- 
diate proof of your being in London, 
wait upon Dr. Browne, Pall-mall ; 
(ii proprid perſond, if you pleaſe) and 
as I underſtand from Mr. Frampton, 
a new friend of mine, that he knows 
you, we have preferred him for the 
| purpoſe; for, if he certifies it, no doubt 
of your being in London can then re- 
main, — You are to give him Mr. 
PFrampton's beſt compliments, (and 
mine, Sir) with the encloſed letter, 
which is to let him know that I am 
violently in love with Miſs Evans; 
and as I flatter myſelf that the young 
LE: 5 lady 
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lady 1s not averſe to me, (having the 
laſt and only time .of our interview, 
paid me very great attention) I ſhall 
take it exceedingly kind of him if he 
will ſend word to Mr. Evans, ſome- 
Where in the country, and: a diſtant 
relation of her's, that I mean, with his 
permiſſion, to marry her immediately, 
— She is a very fine girl, Charles! 
You have ſeen her, I am told, when 
ſhe was in London—What ſay you 
then? Don't you approve of my 
choice? — Pray then be expeditious ; 
ma” - N 
„ I feel my blood mounting, 
„Like ſtreams in a fountain, 


©" Which merrily ſparkle and play.” 


You ſee, Char les, I have taken your | 
advice: I will marry.— But beware 


— No leſs than an heireſs, Charles , | 


ſhall be your wife.— 
ufficient | 
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50 WILLIAM AND CHARLES : 
ſufficient for myſelf ; but you are not 
half affluent enough.—There is a dif- 
ference, Charles—You muſt be provi- 
dent, Boy: therefore I will repeat 
my declaration—if you play the fool 
with any girl of but a few pounds, 1 
will never ſpeak to you as long as I 
live, but adhere to your father's will, 
which won't allow you a ſhilling then. 
Mind that—Not a ſhilling !—— 
It is expreſſed in the will, If you 
marry while under age, ſhe muſt have 
a fortune; or you ſhall have none.” 
— You underſtand — Have none 
es, yes, you muſt underſtand it 
—it's as plain as a pike-faff, 


Be ſure, upon the receipt of this, to 


do as I bid you,—Dr. Browne! that is 
his name—perhaps you don't remem- 
ber him, but he muſt—he ſaw you at 
5 * Frampton —1 am glad to hear, 

8 Charles, 
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Charles, you keep ſuch good company 
| ou did not while you were here 
No—there was that bouncing, flying, 
ranting ſcoundrel, William Jefferſon, 
I mean — What's become of him? 
— Oh! he was the ruin of a 
thouſand I never liked him—a miſ- 
chievous dog I hope you don't 
correſpond with him but I am told 
he has left this —Ah the runagate!— 
his exits will be quick every where. 
— But I can delay no longer —I 
muſt ſee Miſs Evans to-day.—Be as 
expeditious as poſſible, and write im- 
mediately to 


Your humble ſervant, 


W. HEA DöSTRONOG. 


von. (len 
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CHARLES FORTESQUE, ESG 
1 


WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Ex. 


A William, you have made me 
inexpreſhbly unhappy by the 
encloſure in your laſt !-— What can 
be done: Sir Walter my rival !— 
Alas! it is too true, Yeſterday I was 
told by Betty (Elvira's ſervant) that 
he dined with Mr. Frampton: his 

letter has confirmed my fears.—He 
is in love with my Elvira; and as her 
friends here have countenanced his 
propoſal, alas! William, there are 
little doubts but Mr. Evans will give 
his permiſſion.—Oh Heavens! I ſhall 
run diſtracted !—Three days now, with 
the ſeeming ſlow pace of three months, 


have 
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have expired without ſeeing, even for 
a moment, my dear Elvira One 
of Mr, Frampton's ſervants has per- 
ceived me; and, as I underſtand from 
Betty, it was with the greateſt difficulty 
that Miſs Evans and ſhe could difluade 
Mr. Frampton from purſuing me.— 
I am diſcovered too — Mrs. Walpole 
has ſeen me, when 1 was about taking 
lodgings.—Oh ! my Friend, how un- 
fortunate I am! — Pray Heaven, as 
now the danger is become ſo immi- 
nent, I could prevail upon my dear 
Elvira to elope with me.—lI diſregard 
fortune: I will run the hazard—but 
alas! Miſs Evans will not, —Gratitude 
forbids her—and Oh! my Friend, as 

I faid before, that ſame Gratitude may 
make her now Lady Walter Oh 
Heavens! the thought diſtracts me! 
—— But ſay, William, is there no al- 
e ternative? 
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ternative ?—You, once ſo famous for 
contrivances, can you now form no 
project ? — What ſhall we do about | 
Dr. Browne and the letter If my 
guardian hears that I have left London 
and my ſtudies, or have ſuppreſſed his 
favour to the Doctor, I am ruined for 
ever But I have it: I will be fick— 
ſome accident has happened which 
prevents me from ſeeing him.—Yet I 
ſhould with to know what Mr. Evans 
would ſay — perhaps he might not 
confent — perhaps ——a . Oh Wil- 
liam, if fome means were contrived 
to poſtpone the wedding for ſeven 
months, I did not care; then I will 
be my own maſter, and all the power 
—the aſcendency of Sir Walter, ſhall 
not prevent my with. 

I pray then wait on Dr. Browne 
—though no—that cannot be- 


ox, THE BOLD ADVENTURERS. bs, 
you ſee my guardian diſlikęs you; and 
ſhould he hear that we are ſtill con- 
nected, may at this critical time, now 
towards the period of my minority, 
become inveterate againſt me. 
I requeſt then, my Friend, that you 
will provide ſome truſty perſon (Em- 
met, or any other of your new ac- 
quaintances) who will undertake the 
buſineſs. Let him wait upon Dr. 
Browne; and after delivering the 
letter, under pretence of friendſhip, 
expatiate upon my guardian's being 
rather elderly; and intimate that in 
caſe Mr. Evans gives his conſent, the 
parties ſhould know one another's diſ- 
poſition better, being only as yet a few 
days acquainted ; therefore that the 
marriage rites. ſhould not be conſum- 
mated theſe twelve months, — Oh ! 
DEE: 683 „ © 
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my Friend, if you contrive this, then 
Will 


— My gloomy foul cheer up, . 
. 9 hopes revives and gladneſs dawn within 


5 -- 


Nor is it I think impraQticable.—T 
_ conjure you then to lofe no time: in 
the interim I have encloſed an anſwer 
to my guardian, letting him know, 
in order to prevent ſufpicion, that J 
| ſhall perform his requeſt as foon as 
poſſible — It is eaſy to feign ſicknefs 
afterwards. 5 

Oh William, for my ſake exert 
vourſelf It is a difficult piece of 
buſinefs, I confeſs ; but ! hope ſtill to 


Ty ſurmount all difficulties. 


« Time may have yet a fated hour to come, 
c Which wing'd with happineſs, may overtake 


But 


0 Occafion Plſtcommwnmm,.” 


— 
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But ſhould my dear Elvira be pur- 
faded by her's and my guardian to 
give away her hand—Oh 'tis An 
alarm to Love!“ What would be- 
come of me Vet ſurely, ſurely, 
ſhe cannot be falſe to her Charles, 
who has for her fake riſqued character 
and fortune — Impoſſible. Dear 
William, be kind then; and that you 
may never know the pain of diſap- 
pointed, rivall'd love, ſhall be the 
conſtant prayer of your now unhappy 
friend, 


C. FokTESCUE. 
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ELVIRA EVAN 5, 


T 0 


LOUISA ARMITAGE. 


A LAS! my Friend, my em- 
barraſſments are become ſtill 

greater !—Sir Walter, the guardian of 
my Charles, has made propoſals for 
me: he ſays my politeneſs and at- 
tention to him have entirely ſubdued 
him. — Unfortunate indeed! Shall 
I—muſt I—by a deſertion for Sir 
Walter's ſake, whom IJ cannot love, 
repay the ardent paſſion of Charles, 
who has involved himſelf in ſo many 
difficulties on my account: Never 
=—never. Surely Mr. Evans, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frampton, are too good— 
they would not undo all their former 


doings 
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doings by an act now of compulſion, 
and making miſerable the life I owe | 
to their preſervation, —I will not give 
my hand away without their per- 
miſſion, and it ought not therefore to 
be aſked without my own. 

I was thunderſtruck indeed when 
Sir Walter this morning paid me a 
vifit and intimated his deſign. — He 
has procured the conſent of Mr. and 


Mrs. Frampton, and is actually in 


treaty for Mr. Evans's.— I; trembled 
at his hints, and not knowing how to 
evade his ſuit, as it behoved me not 
to incur his diſpleaſure, I ſtammered 
out my determination of not changing 
ſituations till my poor mother was 
reſtored to her ſenſes, 

I cannot (I cried) partake of any 
happineſs till my unfortunate parent is 
- again herſelf,” _ * : 
But 
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But alas! Sir Walter attributed this 
refuſal to my maiden fears; and by 


the way of convincing me what a 


progreſs he was making towards my 
happineſs, as well as proving how his 
ward was ſtill in London, (as he 


thinks) he ſhewed me a letter that he 


had juſt received from Charles, whom 
he had commiſſioned to apply to Dr. 


Browne, (that phyſician, Louiſa, under 
| whoſe care my unhappy mother is) 
and try for the conſent of Mr. Evans. 


Ie left me the letter (after ſoine 
hefitation though, as I am, thank 
Charles, much abuſed in it) to ſhew 
Miſs Underwood if ſhe called, and 
confute Mrs. Walpole's aſſertion of 


his ward's being in Dublin; but I 


would not for the world let any one 


ee it except my friend, for whoſe 
Kue 1 tranſcribe 1 it.. 


py To 
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« To Sir Malter Headſtrong. 
N Am ſorry that my guardian 
maintains ſuch a bad opinion of 
his ward as to think I could leave 
London without his conſent. Some 
perſon that owes me a grudge, muſt 
have made the report: but the Iriſh 
are famed for double eyes: they have 
often ſeen the ge of perſons that 
have been alive and abſent. 5 

„J hope, though I have received 
the account of your intentions with 
great pleaſure, that my guardian won't 
be too precipitate on account of my 
humble advice. —Miſs Evans I do re- 
member ; but think the young lady 
is too gay for Sir Walter: ſhe wants 
ſolidity; and indeed (fo ſhort is your 
acquaintance) muſt want a proper 
eſteem 
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eſteem for you. J ſhould upon no 
account recommend her to you; but 


my guardian has the better der to 


judge for himſelf. 


“ have, 3 to your requeſt, 


| waited upon Dr. Browne; but that 


gentleman is in the country with a 
patient, I repeated my viſit, expecting 


he had returned; but the perſon with 
whom he is, ſtill continues very bad. 


Amuſed with hopes of ſeeing him, and ; 


not chooſing to leave your letter with 
the ſervant, I could not write by the 


return of poſt as you requeſted. I 
ſhall make it my buſineſs to call upon 


him as ſoon as I hear he is in town. 


* have been exceedingly ill theſe 


two days. The ſurgeon, whom I ap- 
plied to, has bade me leave off ſtudy 
for awhile, He was afraid, I believe, 


it would terminate in a fever. 
— 1 hope, 
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I hope, on my return to Dublin, 
to find my guardian happy and well; 
but I wiſh he may a& with due con- 
ſideration, and not reſemble many, 
who, through greedy hopes of happi- 


neſs, have made themſelves eternally 


miſerable. That ſuch falſe content 
may not be the lot of Sir Walter, is 
the ſincere wiſh of his 


Dutiful ward, 


C. FoxrTESCUE.“ 


Has he not, Louiſa, written the 
above with infinite {kill ?—]I aſſure you 
that his character of me (which well 
I know was foreign from my dear 


Charles's real opinion) was far more 


' preferable and agreeable to me than all 


the flattering ſtrains of Sir Walter. 
have a great inclination, Louiſa, to 


diſcloſe my heart to Mrs. Frampton. 
Vor. II. H I am 


** 
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I am ſure when ſhe hears my | candid 
declaration that I could never love Sir 
Walter ſufficient to make him my 
; huſband, the matter will never be 
hinted "again. — This I am reſolved 
upon doing the very firſt opportunity 8 
that offers. 
Write ſoon, my dear Louiſa; and 
if Mr. Jefferſon has mentioned any 
thing about Charles's embarraſſment, : 
J pray impart it to 


Vour affectionate friend, 


E. Evans. 


LOUISA 
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LOUISA ARMITAGE 
I, il 


Have been extremely concerned for 

my dear Elvira's diſtreſs —What 
could Sir Walter mean by making bis 
pretenſions to you i proteſt there is 
a ſort of infatuation which generally 
poſſeſſes theſe old fellows ! — When 
they ſhould be thinking of their 
prayers and diflolution, they com- 
mence Amoroſo's.on a ſudden, and 
nothing wall ſuffice but Youth and 
Beauty.—I ſhan't be ſurpriſed to hear 

that my uncle, Mr. Groveby, is to- 
morrow or next day a Beau and a 
Lover But that would be a ſtrange 
revolution indeed. for he, of all men, 
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is perhaps the ſtrangeſt the moſt af. 
ficult to be pleaſed, 


Veſterday, while I was reading one 


of your letters and entertaining myſelf 
with the verſes you ſent, Mr. Groveby 


being in the next room, overheard me. 
* Heyday!—What's that Poetry?“ 
e Yes Sir—Elvira's Poetry——An_ 
Ode Would you with to read it?“ 
„Not I indeed am ſorry to find 
your friend has nothing elſe to do.—I 


hate your Poetry and Pocts—they a are 


all lies and liars.“ 


«© But Fiction, Uncle, 1s edifying 


ſometimes.” 


„ Well, I have a right to diſlike it. 


— Tell your friend not to be ſcribbling 


in that manner. 


Poets To what 
good end do they ever come 2 Do 


they not often beg, ſtarve, and court 


ſelf 
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ſelf· deſtruction as the ſole cure for 
their pangs ?” 

My uncle, | believe, bad bee ac- 
quainted with ſome unfortunate Ati 
that had occaſioned theſe remarks.— 

1 confeſſed to him that there were 

many bards, who for the want of 
friends and intereſt, have remained in 
obſcurity or periſhed in oblivion; all 
owing, I added, to the “ coldneſs of 
Great ones when Merit begs“ - that 
more ſhame therefore for the preſent 
times, which withhold their Protec- 
tion from men of deſert, and give the 
| bays to fools and poetaſters. — Mr. 
Groveby was filent—and having thus 
defended my dear Elvira's Muſe, . I 
may with juſt reaſon expect a con- 
tinuance of her favours. 
Mr. Jefferſon is continually abroad 
now : 1 believe about Mr. Forteſcue's 


355 buſineſs. 
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buſineſs. — The houſe 18 s exceedingly 
dull—no viſitors but the Bloomers, 
whoſe company I could diſpenſe with. 
—By what I underſtand of the cha- 
ractef of your old lady, they are all 
a ſet of Underwoods ; and happy would 
it be for the world, as well as for you 
and me, that theſe creatures were ex- 
cluded it.—I hope my dear Elvira's 
next may be more favourable. —Be- 
lieve me, nothing ſo much as your 
happineſs can add to the ſatisfaction 
+ 


Your's ſincerely, 


L. ARMITAGE, + 


WILLIAM 


r + > 
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WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Exe, 
> O 


CHARLES FORTESCUE, 4 


Muaſter- piece upon my 6 
Well, Charles, I ſhall give you 
the palm for contrivance. — I muſt 
think though, that you are ſomewhat 
indebted for your learning and im- 
provement to that miſchievous dog 
whom your guardian has ſo freely 
deſcribed: but you ſhall hear how _ 
well I have improved upon your plan. 
Not chooſing to go to Dr. Browne 
myſelf, for the reaſons you have men- 
tioned, I went in ſearch of Mr. Em- 


met, of whom I thought I might aſk 


this little favour ; but this gentleman 
was not in the way. —Amulcd with 
the 


4 * . I 4 * 
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the hopes of finding his daughter, he 
has gone about ſeven miles off, and 
has left word that he won't be in 
town till to-morrow twelve o'clock ; 
at which time he has begged a private 
conference with me—but about what 
— Heaven knows. 
4 thought now that 1 ſhould be 
obliged to poſtpone your buſineſs, con- 
ſequential as it was, till the next day : 
while therefore muſing upon the ill 
_ conſequences of delay, who ſhould J 
meet but Maſter Moreland, the School- 
maſter, or more properly ſpeaking the 
Chubberhead, that came up in the 
ſtage-coach with me. — A thought 
{truck me that he would be the man 
for my buſineſs; ſo renewing my 
acquaintance with him, I begged to 
know in the name of wonder what 
brought him away from his ſchool * 


$6 School ! 
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&« School ! (echoed he with a look 
of contempt)—Ah ! Mother, father, 
nor you, did not know the reaſon of 
my willingneſs to come up to London. 

— School !— Hang ſchool ! —— Is 
a man of my bright parts to torment 
his brains with Ego amas and Tu amo? 
Burn your Ovids, Yonge Cor- 
deries, and Horaces ! No— my 
ambition is greater ſhall be. 
I'cod I have a good mind to tell you— 
Will you be my friend and ſerve me?“ 

* Poſitively,” I aſſured him; for 
I was all upon wires to hear bis 
intentions. 

Very well—T'll try you before- 
hand—Lend me twenty pounds. 
Ihe requeſt was rather ſudden; 
but partly upon your account, and a 
wiſh to know his ſchemes, I courted 6 
his friendſhip and lent the money. 
"1 Thank 
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„Thank you, (cried he) and now 
you ſhall hear—But firſt of all have 
not 1 a fine perſon and a good voice ?” 
«© Yes—very fine—very good.” 
„Then you muſt know I have 
humbug'd father out of ſome money 
by way of making me happy at ſchool 
—] have given my maſter the ſlip— 
and here I am, my dear Friend, with 
a reſolution of going upon the OW 
The Stage!“ 
“Ves, my Boy, the Stage !- 


Hamlet Hob — Macbeth — 3 — = 


Pierre! 

6 But Hop, flew. ſtop—Have you 
abilities! 

« Sure I can write aus read—aye, 
and talk Latin and Greek, though 
don't underſtand them; and that's as 
much as the majority of players do. 
N hat, muſt I be 0 up in the 


prime 
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prime of my life behind a deſk, with 
a grammar in my hand? No- 
If my dad or mam winted- to make 
a ſcholar of me, they ſhould have ſent 
me to ſchool Wwe: I was a boy, not 
when I was a nan. 
1 could not but approve the juſtneſs 
of his aſſertion; and through a view 
of making uſe of him, indulged his 
frantic humour,—This delighted the 
poor ſimpleton exceedingly; and in 
order to convince me of his theatric 
abilities, he ſtood in the middle of the 
ſtreet and ſpouted Richard. — Several 
paſſers by ſtood alſo—and thought, 
what was really truth — the fellow 
was mad: — but when in deep con- 
verſation he was thinking on the cha- 
racter he would firſt appear in, we 
were near the corner of a ſtreet; my 


new friend then, with exulting joy, 


told 
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told me he had fixed upon Jaffier as 
the moſt promiſing character For 
(cried he) I ſhall extort a clap in the 
very beginning. — When I am fol- 
lowing my ſuppoſed father-in-law to 

make him hear me—Oh Sir, I ſhall 
| bawl in his ears and run up to his 
jaw, in the middle of the ſtage, thus: | 


Not hear me, — —— but you hall. 
_ Saying this, my young ſpouter ran 
into the middle of the ſtreet, (his 
preſent ſtage) and roar'd out the above 
line in ſuch a vociferous manner, that 
a coachman imagining himſelf want- 
ed, immediately replied “ Yes, yes, 
Maſter, I ds hear you.” 
The whimſicality of this ſcene, made 
me take a molt violent fit of laughing, 
— Poor Dick was mortified at my 
riſibility; but being aflured that I had 
laughed 
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laughed at the coachman and not at 
him, he became eaſy. 
I now teck an opportunity of making 
my requeſt; and promiſed ſincerely if 
he would accompliſh the buſineſs I 
| wiſhed, that 1 would hear him with 
pleaſure rehearſe his ſeveral characters, 
and give him all the inſtructions in 
my power.—The poor elf, more for 
the ſake of rehearſing than receiving 
any improvement, acquieſced. 
I now gave him your guardian's 
letter for Dr. Browne, charging him 
to ſee the Doctor and ſay that he came 
from Mr. Forteſcue in the Temple, 
who was very ill at preſent. —I then 
told him the contents of the letter, 
and how he ſhould converſe with the 
Doctor, provided he ſaw him; enjoin- 
ing him to pretend a great friendſhip 
for you and Sir Walter Headſtrong. — 
Vo“. II. ] 8 AS 
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As a ſtimulus to make him more alert 
and attentive, I aflured him that if 
he did this buſineſs properly, : L ſhopld 
make you (whole ill neſs and reſidence 
in the Temple he believed) prevail 
upon Dr. Browne (being a man of in- 
tereſt, I told him, with the Managers) 
to give him à recommendation, and 
procure his admiſſion to the Theatre. 
his promiſe delighted the fimple- 
ton, and away he flew. 

1 waited in the coffee-houſe for his 
return, aud ſuppoſed by his delay that 
he had a long conference with the 
| Doctor. : 
When he came to me, he bragg' d 
greatly of his oratory ; aſſured me he 

| had ſeen the Doctor, who read the 
letter with great attention and en- 
quired very particularly about you ; 
adding, that upon your account and 


11 28 
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Sir Walter s, he would do any thing 
to ſerve you both. Moreland told me 


that the Doctor aſk'd his name, made 


him take a glaſs of wine and ſome 
cake; that then he took the oppor- 
tunity of following my directions, and 
aſſuring Dr. Browne that he thought 
the intended wedding rather precipi- 
tate; and if his humble advice would 
be taken, the parties ſhould not have 
leave to marry theſe ſome months yet. 
— The Doctor coincided with him; 
faid his obſervations were very ſhrewd: 
and pertinent, and that he would hint 


the matter to Mr. Evans. 14 


Indeed, (return'd Moreland) it 
was upon that account that I under- 
took this viſit. —1 intended, unknown 
to —— to ——— [here Moreland 
forgot your name} I fay, Sir Doctor, 

I mean 1 intended, unknown to my : 
fr end, to d give you this intimation.“ 

3 11 From 
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From this example which the young 
gentleman gave me. of his diſcourſe, | 
1 conceived that he had made a few 
blunders before he left the place; 
however, upon the whole, Charles, I 
think your buſineſs is tolerably well 
done; and as I think I can ſecure: this 
gentleman's ſecreſy, under pretence of 


ſerving him, 1 don't ſuppoſe that I 


could have found a better tool for the 
purpoſe. — Emmet, I think, is too 
much engaged with buſineſs of his 
own to mind that of any others: 
beſides, though he has placed very 
much confidence in me, I ſhould not 
like to have truſted him.—I am very 
anxious, I own, to know the buſineſs 
he wants with me—but to-morrow 

will inform. 
Now, Charles, as 1 have almoſt 
filled this ſheet of paper with your 
bee 
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buſineſs, you won't grudge me, 1 
think, a few lines about myſelf. — 
' You muſt know then that theſe laſt 
two or three nights I could not fleep ; 
and upon my word, was unable to 
ſolve the reaſon till to-day ; when, 
by mere chance, I have diſcovered 
that I am in Love—head and ears— 
ſo deep that nothing but the fair lady 
| herſelf can recover me.— You may 
ſay that it is very ſudden and inco- 
herent ; but remember what my honeſt 
free-hearted friend in the Play ſays — 
A man may tumble into a pit by 
ſurpriſe, but none but a fool would 
walk into one by choice.” —Think of 
this, I fay, and blame me if you 
can. But Charles, J don't tear your 
cenſure; for your Love was, as it is, 
far more romantic than mine.—— 
But come, I ſhall no longer keep you 
| Lg 9 0 
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in ſuſpenſe—you ſhall hear by what 


accident I diſcovered my love. — This 


morning, when at breakfaſt and rumi- 
nating on the cauſe of my ſleepleſs 
hours, I heard ſome perſon falling 
down ſtairs; immediately I ran to 
know who it was — and Oh! my 
Friend—Miſs Armitage was the un- 
fortunate perſon who received the 
harm.—lI felt myſelf extremely con- 
| cerned, and with a tone of ſympathy g 
enquired if ſhe was hurt. 

Indeed I am, Sir,” ſhe replied | in 
a moſt pathetic manner. 

I knew not what to do.—Love, all 
of a ſudden ſubdued me, and delicacy 
prevented me from ſhewing It, —[f, 
thought 1 ſhould examine her leg, 
ſhe may think J am rude; yet, 

Charles, I was ſo apprehenſive of its 
being dangerouſly ſprained, that in- 

| deed, 
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deed, indeed, I knew not how to act. 
Al ran immediately and rang the 
bell, then flying to my dear Miſs 
Armitage's relief, enquired where ſhe 
was hurt, and if it was much; by 
this time the ſervant and Mr. Groveby 
came—The latter, like many in the 
world who find fault at unſeaſonable 
times, began to chide his niece for 
| running down ſtairs ; but 1 requeſted 
Mr. Groveby to forbear his reproaches 
now, and ſee if Miſs Armitage's foot 
was in any danger.—He did; but no 
ſooner he touched her than poor 
Louiſa, either through the tremor or 
pain, fainted away. 

I aſſure you, Charles, that I found 
myſelf ſadly affected and why? 
Have I not often ſeen ladies faint, 
and the hartſhorn applied ?'—But it 
ſeems that I was now more concerned 
and till Miſs Armitage recovered, was 
entirely 
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eme diveſted of my uſual gaiety. — 
J ran immediately for water; I ordered 
the window in my room to be lifted 


up, and a chair for the poor ſufferer _ 


prepared; then gently raiſing Miſs 
Armitage from the grouhd, I carried 
her with the greateſt attention to the 
air. — Some minutes expired ere ſhe 
opened her eyes When ſhe did, Oh 
Charles! my joy was ſo unbounded, 
that forgetful of Mr. Groveby, who 
was preſent, I exclaimed + Well, my 
Love, do you find yourſelf better?“ — 
Upon her replying Yes, and Mr. 
Groveby obſerving that ſhe ought to 
have added my Love too, I confeſs 
that I was very much confuſed, and 
aſhamed of my unguarded expreſſion. 
Miſs Armitage acknowledged that 
ſhe had been more - frightened than 
hurt,—She thanked me repeatedly for 
my attention; and I thought, my 
Friend, 
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Friend, that her eyes were as expreſlive 
as her words. — While I was finiſhing 
my breakfaſt, a thouſand ideas occurr'd 
to me; but they all concluded in one 
ſerious opinion, that if I was bleſt 
with Miſs Armitage I ſhould deem 
myſelf moſt happy.— Thus far, my 
Friend, I have confefled with candour 
and ſincerity the ſituation of my heart. 
None of your rallying I charge you, 
or returning me thoſe jeſts which I have 
amuſed myſelf with at the expence of 
your paſſion when it firſt commenced. 
I acknowledge indeed the power of 
the Urchin Deity, and am now very 
ready to ſubſcribe myſelf not only 
your ſincere friend, but abſolutely a 


Brother 1n Love, 
W. JEFFERSON, 


WILLIAM. 
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WILLIAM JEFFERSON, ES 
TV: 
CHARLES FORTESCUE, E5Q 


( In Continuation, ) 


OW Charles am I ready to 
rail with you againſt the in- 
conſtancy of Fortune and dubioſity of 
Happineſs. — Sorry I am to remark 
the inefficacy of your prayer— That 
I may never be rivalled in Love! 
Oh Charles, I am rivalled, and will 
perhaps be diſappointed : 

According to the appointment Mr. 
Emmet made, I went to ſee him; 
and enquiring the ſucceſs he had in 
yeſterday's adventure, he told me e he 
had ſeen his uncle. - 

2 How. well — and what account 


of your daughter?“ 


„None. — 
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« None. — The inexorable wretch 
received me as before — deaf to all 
mine entreaties.—It was by Joſeph's 
means I diſcovered his reſidence. At 
firſt he did not know me; and ſup- 
poſing I had come about buſineſs, was 
particularly polite to me; but on my 
mentioning my name, and his re- 
collecting my perſon, he beheld me in 
a contemptuous manner, and ſternly 

aſked me what I wanted ?” 
« My child ! (cried I) my daugh- 
ter !—the. pledge of my unfortunate 
love Let me know where ſhe is, 
or reſtore her to the ſolitary arms of a 
tender parent, and then Sir, I ſhall 
trouble you no more.“ 
Very tender indeed! — Well, I 
am ſurpriſed at your audacity. Hour 
child recollect yourſelf Did you not 
diſclaim her? Did you not diſown her? 

| Did 
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Did you not leave her while an infant 


to the mercy of a wide world—to the 


care of an unhappy mother — while 
in the purſuit of unbounded pleaſure, 
regardleſs of your wife and infant, 


you diſſipated all your fortune, and 
added murder to your crimes ?—But its 


a long lane that has no turn.— 


—Yes, 


Sir, you have gone abroad to make a 
fortune, but what have you loſt at 


home—A wife a child—and twenty 
- Ah! Penny- 
wiſe and pound - fooliſh! — A good 
proverb, faith.“ 


„My patience (continued Mr. Em- 


met, ſpeaking of himſelf) was ex- 


hauſted.—I told him it was cruel to 
rake up old matters now, which could 
neither be recalled nor retrieved; at 


the ſame time taking the liberty to 
give him a more explicit account of 


young 
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young Dalton's affair than report had. 
—] aflured him _ I would Know 
where my child was. | 
„ You will—then I aflure you you 
ſhall not, till it is out of your power 
to deprive her of that which Fortune 
has given her. — Had Mrs. Emmet 
been in the poſſeſſton of the twenty 
thouſand pounds when you were with 
her, I am convinced that but very 
little of it would now remain.—I have 
been, ſince your unhappy wife was no 
more, the guardian of your child; 
which, had it pleaſed Heaven to have 
been a boy, ſhould have lived with 
me; but not knowing what education 
was fit for a girl, particularly an heireſs, 
I have put her under the care of 
proper people, and am reſolved, till 
under the care of a huſband who can 
protect herſelf and fortune, never to 
Vo. II. K divulge 
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divulge her place of reſidence to one 


unworthy the name of Father.“ 


„ Periſh the fortune! (I cried) I 


have already ſuffered too much by 
my greedy hopes for money; owing 
to the depravity of education - that 


falſe, falſe education, I derived from a 


mercenary uncle. Keep the fortune 


in ſtore for her, and give me my 


child.— Keep it, I tis; and if ſhe 


wants more I will add to it.“ 


Jack — A bird in the hand is 
worth two in the buſh. ——— Good-day, 
-Ah dunce! all my 


„No, Sir—for I am ſorry to ſay, your 
everlaſting leſſon, „Get money — get 
money, has been my ruin. But why 
will you trifle with a father's pains ?— 


| Who are entruſted with my child ?— 


Their hearts may not be ſo callous 
| 48 
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as thine; and perhaps from them 1 


may learn where ſhe is.” 


«© No indeed, Jack; for we have 


all Dp, a a ſolemn vow to be 
her friends.” 


«Al What all?“ 

Mr. Supple — your friend — my 
friend — and what is more to his 
honour — your child's friend Mr. 
 Groveby—and your humble ſervant _ 
-and what 15 more, (which of 
courſe prevents your introduction) we 
have told your now happy child (that 
ſhe may never know what a wicked 
father ſhe has) that ſhe has none.“ 
Ha! Have a care — By con- 
cealing my child, I muſt ſuſpe& that 

you conceal her fortune too.“ 
| 4 The rogue judges of another by 
himſelf, Jack that's a very good pro- 
verb, and now proved, Jack — So, 
K 2 Good- 
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Good-day.—Well—Will you marry 
again? Will you turn Fortune-hunter? 
Ah Jack, the devil always leaves his 
friends in the lurch.—Good-day.” 

T would have delayed this callous, 
ſatirical man much longer, but his 
ſervant came, and told him a gen- 
tleman wanted him about particular 
buſineſs.— A thought ſtruck me, this 
gentleman might be employed about 
my daughter —I was reſolved to be 
aſſured of it; and taking leave of my 
unworthy relation for ever, waited the 

coming: out of the ſtranger—but alas! 
he went into a carriage! — yet, as 
the man drove exceedingly flow, I en- 
deavoured to keep up with him—He 
ſtopp'd at a boarding-ſchool—Oh ! my 
foreboding heart! I knew not what 
to think.—With anxious and paternal 
care I ſtrayed about the door, and 
oe ſeeing 
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ſeeing a ſervant who belonged to the 
houſe, I enquired if a Miſs Emmet, 
or Miſs Supple, or Miſs Dalton, (as 
peradventure they had changed her 
name) reſided in the ſchool. — The 
man heſitated— Ie faid there were ſo 
many young ladies, that he could not 


rxoecollect.— 1 enquired the name of _ 


the miſtreſs who kept the place Mrs. 
Montague he told me— and at this 
time an elderly woman, her ſon and 
two daughters, (as I knew by their 
appearances) came out. 

„Tell me, Friend, (cried J, ad- 
dreſſing the ſervant) Who are they ? 
— Methinks I know them.” 2 
They your Honour ! — Oh? 
They are the Widow Bloomer: and 
children — They came to-day to the 
a lady of their acquaintance who has | 
been ſometime ill. 


K3 « Yes, 
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„ Yes, I did recolle& them; and 
as I knew theſe perſons to be neigh- | 
bours of Mr. Groveby, ſomething put 
it into my head that they came to ſee 
my child, who perhaps was ill. —Oh 
Heaven and Earth ! How great were 
my ſufferings :I thought it would 
be in vain to make my enquiries at 
the Widow Bloomer's, as the perhaps 
might be ignorant of the matter, or 
enjoined not to tell; and if they had 
an item of my intentions, might re- 
move my daughter, if ſhe was there, 
to a 1.:ore obſcure place While thus 
muling, I refolved upon one ſcheme 
that mult certainly lead to a diſcovery ; 
and in inen, my Friend, you can afliſt 
me.“ e 

Till now I heard Mr. Emmet with 
the greateſt patience, and indeed ſym- 

3 with his diſtreſs— But Oh 
Charles, 
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Charles, his ſcheme was a dagger to 
my breaſt !—How great the conflict ! 
—] knew not whether to revoke my 
promiſe or diflemble—but you. ſhall 
bear. Phe 669 

&« Miſs. Armitage (he continued) is 

a fine girl have ſeen her repeatedly, 
my Friend, when ſhe has not been 
aware of me; and next to Serina, my 
departed wife, I love her!“ 5 

„ How ?—— Well !”- 

I ſhall endeavour to bring about 
an union with this. young lady and 
myſelf; and when connected with 
Mr. Groveby's family, perhaps J may 
find a better-natured uncle by mar- 
riage than I have done by birth.“ 

« But conſider Sir (I cried) the 
impracticability of ſuch an attempt. 
Remember what I have told you.— 
Miſs Armitage has been conjured by 

her 
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her uncle never to mention your name 
—After ſuch an injunction as this, 
how do you think it poſhible to procure 
the young lady's conſent ?—or why 
ſuppoſe ſhe would favour your addrefles 
when Mr. Groveby's prohibition 1s ſo 
certain???” FF 
« Ah! (returned he) Miſs Armi- 
tage may think more favourably of 
me than either Mr. Groveby or my 
uncle; for J hope, by your aſſiſtance, 
to remove thoſe prejudices againſt me. 
Her ſituation muſt be at preſent 
diſagreeable and irkſome—Deprived of 
ſociety and public amuſement, will 
the not, do you think, .be glad to 
change it for a better ?—T ſhall only 
want you (as fortunately you lodge 
in the houſe with her) to take a 
private opportunity of telling my ſtory 
in ſuch a pathetic manner as to remove 
= | the 
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the odium J have met with. As to 
the reſt, I will contrive it.— Ves Sir, 
my life upon it, I will form ſome. 
ſcheme that will ſecure me Miſs Ar- 
mitage's hand, and then her aſteQions 
I know will follow.” 

Indeed Charles, I was exceedingly 
embarraſſed: too plainly I perceived 
his view—To ſeize the unſuſpecting 

innocent on ſome unguarded moment, 
and make her the prey of raſh deſire. 
—— Oh Heavens! How great my 
dilemma ! —— Being a ſtranger in 
London, I dreaded to revoke my pro- 
miſe, and act the honeſt open lover; 
thinking it might be in his power to 
hurt me—for I am well aware, that 
| friendſhip once changed to hate, makes 
the moſt bitter enemy : beſides, I would 
not for all the world, that Miſs Armi- 

tage or her uncle ſhould hear I was ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with Mr. Emmet, ſince they 
have ſo much diſapproved of his name 
and company.—lImpreſled with theſe 
conſiderations, I could do nothing but 
diſſemble.— This I did; and with a 
borrowed ſmile of acquieſcence, pro- 
miſed to oblige him. By theſe means, 
expected he would entruſt me with 
all his reſolves; and determined, if 

ever he meant harm to Miſs Armutage, 
to counterplot his devices. 
Pity ſometimes ſucceeded my anger; 
for I perceived that all his reſolutions 
' proceeded from paternal diſtraction.— 
The idea of making Miſs Armitage 
his ſecond wife, has, I find, long 
harboured in his mind.—Oh Charles ! 
—What is more—he has fed himſelf 
up with the flattering hope of ſucceed- 
ing in his ſcheme ; fince I was ſo kind, 
he lays, to prommiſe my aſſiſtance.—1 
| _ adviſed 
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adviſed him repeatedly to beware of 
any raſh action—I thought it more 
prudent to court Mr. Groveby's good- 
will, than increaſe his difpleaſure— 
but theſe words were all wind Alas! 
he was peremptory—reſolute. 
„J am determined (he cried) to 
| find my dear, dear ym and ſhe ſhall 
have a mother too.” 

„Shall!“ echoed I, while Mr. Em- 
met ratified his declaration with a 
ſolemn oath.— Oh Charles, Charles, 
I knew not what to do: however, 
in hopes to amuſe his ſorrow and poſt- 
pone his intentions, I begged him 
to wait till I had enquired of Mrs. 
| Bloomer (whom J had the pleaſure of 
lately knowing) the name of the young 
lady the viſited at the boarding-ſchool ; 
alluring him that I would alſo make 
| it 
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it my buſineſs to go to the ſchool and 
_ diſcover her parentage. 
Oh do! (he cried with rapturons 


9 delight) — Do, and I ſhall thank you.“ 


But vain were all my difkembled 
_ excuſes to diſſuade him from his pur- 
poſes, —I underſtand that he watches 
Miſs Armitage, and ſees her ſecretly 
every day But Oh my Friend, what 
adds to my corroding anguiſh, is his 
aſſurance that Miſs Armitage forgets 
his perſon; which, for the ſake of 

proving, he has found out by fre- 
quently oppoſing her ſight. 5 

. * But (continued he) Miſs Armi- 
tags only ſaw me once as Mr. Emmet, 
and that ſlightly—Time and dreſs have 
made a great alteration. in my appear- 
ance; and I hope, with a Wanne 
name, to bring about an intimacy.” | 
Tex 
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I expatiated ſtill on the danger the 
abſurdity of his intentions: but all 
in van Mr. Emmet would not re- 
linguiſh his claim. 

He did not leave me till I had re- 
peated my promiſe of enquiring at the 
ſchool: but indeed Charles, (for you 
muſt know the place is in Greenwich) 
I fear to ſtay away ſo long from 

Louiſa, for fear ſomething alarming 
may happen during my abſence. 
It would be ſome ſatis faction to me 


if he could find his daughter: perhaps _ 


ſhe might diſſuade him from his pur- 
poſe: for if ſhe is at all ſenſible ot 
prudent, ſhe muſt certainly know 
the ill conſequences of having a ſtep- 
mother as young as herſelf: at any 


rate, I think that Mr. Emmet would 


be ſo rejoiced at her recovery, that he 
would forget Louiſa and his def ign.— 
Vor. II. 1 N But 
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nut Oh Charles, I am ſometimes led 


to imagine that his daughter is dead ; 
which his uncle, for the ſake of re- 


taining the twenty thouſand pounds, 


or preventing his poſſeſſion of it, has 
thought proper to conceal.— This I 
think exceedingly likely, as it is not 
at all inconſiſtent with the old man's 
character; and if it be ſo, adieu then 
all my hopes. 
On my return home 1 enquired 


about Miſs Armitage, and was ſur- 


priſed to hear that from the accident 
the met with this morning, ſhe had a 
ſlow fever. A phyſician and ſurgeon 
were with her: the latter has ſet 
her leg; which, Poor thing! was 
indeed hurt: and the phyſician, after 
a long converſation which he had in 
private with Mr.. Groveby, has ob- 
ſerved that Miſs Armitage has led too 
_ - confined 
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confined a life; which, for a perſon 
naturally gay, is very pernicious. He 
has therefore ordered that when Miſs 
Armitage recovers, ſhe ſhall ſpend the 
remainder of the ſummer in the coun- 
try; as, excluſion from the air this 
warm weather, is, he ſays, the origin 
of every diſorder. —Mr. Groveby did 
not doubt his ſuperior knowledge, and 
has promiſed to ſend his niece, when 
| the is able, ro Hampſtead. —I have 
| begged his leave to ſee her every day 
r. Groveby ſeems pleaſed with 
my attention.—But Oh Charles, when 
Emmet hears of this removal, how 
will he exult !—No doubt he will 
think it favourable to his plan, and 
put in execution his defign ; but I am 
reſolved he ſhall never know from me 
where Miſs Armitage lodges. 


= EVuery | 
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Every hour I make my enquiries 
about poor Louiſa. They are not, 
Charles, thoſe of common politeneſs, 
but pure diſintereſted Love! 

I have now the pleaſure to inform 
my friend (for I know he is pleaſed 
whenever William is) that Miſs Ar- 
mitage is much better—Yes Charles, 
not only for my ſake but your Elvira's, 
will you partake of this happineſs— 


She is her Friend, and my Love! 


Mr. Groveby has requeſted me to 
accompany him (if I have leiſure) to 
Hampſtead, where he may provide a 
lodging for his niece.—lI have given 
him the hint to take it where there 


is ſome prudent old perſon ; obſerving 


that Miſs Armitage's beauty is a per- 


fe& magnet, which will no doubt 
attract ſeveral admirers, who may take 


the advantage of his abſence, and at- 
tempt 
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tempt liberties which otherwiſe they 
dare not. 

He thanked me very adticanely 
for my advice, and promiſed adherence; 
but aſſured me that he had a very good 
opinion of his niece, and knew ſhe 
would not allow unwarrantable free- 
doms, —-I mentioned the many diſ- 
| honourable practices of ſome, which 
would baffle all the power of female 

delicacy to evade, —He confeſſed him- 
| ſelf alſo aware of this; but hoped, he 
ſaid, that as I had promiſed to make 
my viſits very frequent, and he had 
placed very great confidence in my 
friendſhip, I would for his and her 
ſake be vigilant, and forewarn him if 
I ſaw any danger.—I promiſed the 
greateſt circumſpection, on account of 
my profound regard for his family 
and Oh! I was exceedingly ſorry that 


I could not prepare Mr, Groveby for 
L 3 the 
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the danger that I did ſee on account 
of my previous promiſe to Mr. Em- 
met: but ſhould I diſcover that gen- 
tleman to proceed in any vicious 
{cheme, no promiſe, no vow, will I 
hold ſacred, that endangers the cha- 
rater—the virtue of my dear Louiſa. 
To- morrow 1s the day appointed for 
our ramble. — Believe me, Charles, 
that for the ſhort time of my ſtay, I 
will leave the houſe where Miſs Ar- 
mitage is, with the greateſt fear and 
reluctance True Love, you know, is 
apprehenſive of every danger. Pray 
Heaven we may fix upon a ſafe re- 
treat for Louiſa; and that it may be 
a removal never to be repented of. 
Jam, 
e 
W. JarreR SON, 


ELVIRA. 
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ELVIRA EVANS, 
To 


LOUISA ARMITAGE. 


Jongratulate me, my dear Louiſa 
AI have ſeen my Charles this 
morning !—But ah! with what dread 
and trembling !-—We had no comfort | 
in our ſhort meeting. 

Betty laſt night took a letter for 
me to him. She told me that he was 
ſitting in his room in a muſing, me- 

lancholy poſture — pale and languid.— 

On ſeeing her, and the letter in hger 
hand, he expreſſed both the greateſt 
pleaſure and uneaſineſs; for he was 
reœjoiced to hear from me, but fearful 
of ſome new diſaſter.— He read my 
letter, ſhe ſays, a dozen times, —I 
forget 
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forget what I had written All 
effuſions of love! 
„Thanks to her! (cried he) Ten 
thouſand thanks But ah Betty, if 
| I muſt be thus excluded her preſence, 
where ſhall I find ſolace now ?—Oh 
contrive ſome means that I may ſee 
her, but for an hour—a few minutes 
—every day.” 
Though impracticable as this may 
ſeem, yet Betty was fo ready i in con- 
trivances, ſhe aſſured my dear Charles 
he ſhould ſee me every morning with- 
out the knowledge of any of his or 
my family. 
« Miſs Evans, I am ſure (cried ſhe) 
will have no objections to riſe early 
every morning—Mr. and Mrs. Framp- 
ton are ſeldom up till ten Timothy 
is obliged to attend the ſtables, and 
take care of his maſter's horſes—This 
and 
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and other employments always engroſs 
is early hours. If therefore, Sir, you 
will be ſo kind as to come about eight 
o'clock, you will have an hour at leaſt 
to chat together.“ 5 
yes Betty At ſeven if you will.” 
That's right—I am ſure Miſs 
Evans will be up at fix every morning 
—But don't miſtake me, Sir — I 
would not have you come ſo very 
early—becauſe I may not be up my- 
ſelf.“ 
Dear Betty, I ſhall moſt ſtrictly 
obſerve.“ 
Pray do, Sir—and I muſt obſerve 
too, that though my maſter and miſ- 
treſs are ſeldom up till ten, hat is 
no reaſon but what they may to- 
morrow morning, perhaps at eight, 
ſeven, ſix, five. — Things unexpected 
will happen : ſo for fear of the worſt, 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall leave the parlour window open, 

and faſten a handkerchief to it for a 

fignal that all is ſafe and ſure.” 
Charles was delighted with Betty's 


play and not only thanked but re- 


warded her for it.—She told me many 
other things which occurred during 
their converſation, but have ſince 
eſcaped my memory. The moſt par- 
ticular I have already inſerted, 8 
This was the firſt morning therefore 
that we could put in execution our 
ſcheme. —Believe me, dear Loviſa, I 
was up at ſix: ſo was Mr. Forteſcue, 
he told me: yet it was almoſt eight 
before we could venture to let him in; 
there being a ſervant at our officious 
_ neighbour's, (Miſs Underwood) who 
every now and then was looking out 
of the window. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Forteſcue and I now ruminated 
on our approaching danger, He ſeemed 
to dread the influence of his rival- 
guardian ; which did not a little hurt 
my feelings. —I was ſorry, I own, 
that I had paid ſo much attention to 
Sir Walter: it was all on my dear 
Charles's accoumnt—1I was defirous to 
pleaſe the baronet, that I might appear 
more worthy (though, at beſt, un- 
deſerving) of his ward's hand; little 
] expeCted that the old man would 
himſelf fall in love with me, or pre- 
tend it. — Surely, ſurely, I had no 
notion of Sir Walter's whimſical diſ- 
| poſition, or I ſhould certainly have 
been more reſerved. 
lo aſſured Mr. Forteſcue that I would 
this day open my heart to Mrs. Framp- 
ton, on whoſe generoſity IJ have much 
dependance: but this alarmed Charles. 
| 66 « Oh! 1 
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« Oh! my Elvira, (he cried) if you 
reveal our. ſecret love, and ſuddenly 
' reject the unequal propoſal of my guar- 
dian, Sir Walter's regard for you will 

not only be abated, but finding himſelf 
both lighted by you and ſupplanted 
by me, his rage will be violent, and 
| his heart callous to our prayers.” 
6 Well then, Charles, I will con- 
ceal my love for you till ——.“ 
„When, Elvira ?: Oh name the 
happy day, and make me ſupremely 
bleſt!“ 

„How, Mr. Forteſcue Fol don't 
| underſtand © at -I mean till you 
are of age.” 
Alas Louiſa, his eyes, which before 

ſparkled with delight, loſt on a ſudden 
all their brightneſs, and ſeemingly de- 
preſſed with gloomy ſorrow, now fixed 
chemſelves upon the ground. 


60 What 
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© What ails you, Charles? — Ah 

tell me— What ſhall I—can I do, to 
pleaſe you ?” 

« Ah Elvira, you can do what 
would complete my happineſs, even 
beyond the power of Sir Walter to 
cruſh.— Will you be angry if I tell 
you ?—No, I am ſure you will not. 
Theſe eyes were never intended for 
frowns.— wiſh then, that for fear 
of offending Sir Walter, you would 
diſſemble, and pretend a love for him, 
which I know you cannot feel. 
Should he propoſe an immediate mar- 
riage to you, have ſome evaſion ready, 
not to decline (that being too pre- 
cipitate) but poſtpone it, at leaſt for 
ſeven months; then, my dear Elvira, 
to remove thoſe trembling fears which 
every honeſt lover muſt be ſuſceptible 
of, give me your hand without the 
Vor, 1 VV 
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Knowledge of even a friend. Why 

that ſtart: — When the time of my 
minority expires, I ſhall then defy 
Sir Walter, and be proud to own 
you,” $7 EY . 
« And if ſo proud to own me, 
(which I make not the leaſt doubt of) 
is it not better to defer the marriage 
till then? when, without applying 
the clandeſtine means of artifice, we 
may without danger and apprehenſion, 
approach the altar; and, which will be 
an addition to our happineſs, with the 
knowledge of all our friends.” 

«© But Oh! — Conſider — confider, 
Miſs Evans, the threatening evils 
which aſſail us.—I know your Gra- 
titude.— A thouſand things may hap- 
pen, to divide us for ever!“ 

* ſee, Mr. Forteſcue, you want 
to have ſome ſecurity for my love— 

„ 8 
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Oh for ſhame—if 1 am content to 
wait the ſeven months; and during 
the while, depend upon your fidelity 
and conſtancy, ſurely my Charles _ 
depend upon mine.” 

« Dear Elvira, I neither doubt 
your's nor do I ſuppoſe mine doubted ; 
but, according to an argument like 
this, we may vow eternal love, and 
poſtpone our happineſs for ſeven— 
nay twice ſeven years—and die at laſt, 
ere the completion of it. Security 
then is highly eſſential.To-morrow 
is not our's to promiſe — To- day 5— 
and when we may ” happy, it is our 
fault if we are not. 

The dear man ally poſed me—1 
heſitated for an anſwer.—At laſt the 
 kind—cruel iuterruption of Betty, put 
an end to our converſation.— She gave 
us notice of Mr. and Mrs. Frampton's 

MM me" 
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riſing: and poor Charles enjoining me 
to conſider his words, was obliged to 
take a haſty farewell.—I promiſed him 
neither to offend nor raiſe the hopes 
of his guardian. — A dreadful taſk 
indeed !—How ſhall J go through it? 
U am above diſſimulation yet it is 
evident by what my dear Charles has 
hinted, that Sir Walter is a man 
of a haſty, vindictive diſpoſition, and 
dangerous when oppoſed, —He is one 
of thoſe characters who are very great 
friends wherever their affections are 
won, but very great enemies to thoſe 
that incur their diſpleaſure. 

J am in very good ſpirits ſince I 
have ſeen Charles.—Betty is certainly 
a valuable confidante, and deſerves my 
thanks—What could I have done with- 
out her? 


( In 


OR, THE BOLD. ADVENTURERS. 428 


(In Continuation. ) 


Soon as we had breakfaſted, Mr: 


Frampton took notice of my un- 


diſguiſed gaicty, and obſerved that my 
pleaſantry denoted the hopes of ſeeing 
my lover. 
Or of having 60. him, pechap— 
Is not that as likely, Mr. Frampton?“ 
„ Very—and I nope we ſhall have 
the wedding-day ſoon.” _ 
Ah! (cried I) that muſt Jed 
upon my mother's recovery. — I can- 
not think of changing my ſituation, 
till my fond and only parent is able 
to partake of my happineſs.” 
hope, Elvira, n Mr. Fg 
ton) that that time is near. 
„How Sir ?—Is there any news!“ 


M 3 «Yes, 
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« Yes, my dear, (cried Mrs. Framp- 
ton, taking a letter out of her pocket) 
you ſhall hear what the Doctor ſays 
of here. 

Accordingly, Lone ſhe read a 
few lines, which it ſeems Mr. Evans 
had ſent her by laſt Saturday's poſt.— 
They were nearly the following words, 
as well as I remember. 

« Elvira's mather is much better.— 
« Her ſenſes, though not perfectly, 
« are almoſt reſtored. Dr. Browne 
is of opinion, that in about a few 
0 days time, ſhe will be fit for ſo- 
« cicty: at preſent ſhe talks very 
« rationally, and enquires about her 
« child. —I take every poſſible means 
to fatisfy her; and have ſhewn her 
two or three of your letters, wherein 
« the improvements of her daughter 
are mentioned. — She bleflzs you, 
&« your 
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« your huſband and me, for thus 
protecting her innocence. —I have 
& told her that I would not only be 
a father to Elvira, but endeavour 
c all in my power to provide a better 
6 guardian—a Huſband—that ſhould. 
deſerve and make her happy.—An 
& effuſion of grateful tears beſpoke 

&« her thanks !——She wiſhes now 
« and then to ſee Elvira: I amuſe 
* her with a promiſe that ſhe ſhall : 

„but this, my Friend, I think im- 
« practicable, till Elvira is married. — 
& J would upon no account have her 
in London while ſhe is fingle—You 
« know the danger—It would be im- 
„ poſſible for me to take care of her. 
« There are intervals ſtil, when 
« this poor wretched woman, recol- 
lecting the paſt, is led away by 
« the falſe pictures of imagination, 


6b and 
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and enforces pity by her lamentable 
6 ravings. The doctor has therefore 
« defired that a few friends may viſit 
„ her, and all means be uſed to keep 
up her ſpirits.—I have taken care 
that thoſe friends ſhall be /ew, and 
to be depended upon; for I would 
not, upon any account, that the 
e reaſon of this unhappy woman's 
« delirium ſhould be known, for fear 
it might prevent Elvira of a de- 
„ firable match, and be the cauſe of 
“ diſcovering - 
[Here Mr. Frampton interrupted his 
wife, by ſuddenly taking the letter 
out of her hands, and ſaying the reſt 
of the contents were unneceſlary.] i 
Oh Louiſa, the little gaiety which 
I had ſo lately diſplayed, now entirely 
left me. — What can be the cauſe— 
the hidden reaſon of my mother's 
frenzy— 


| 93 
. 
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frenzy—that the danger of diſcovery 


ſhould be ſo great? — Alas! Ienquired, 


but my friends were ſilent: they 
evaded any explanation.— Mr. Framp- 
ton I perceived was angry with his 
wife for reading fo far— Would to 
Heaven ſhe had -proceaded farther, or 
not at all Oh! my dear Friend, 
will you enquire ?—How can I think 
of changing my ſituation *? How dare 
to give my hand to Mr. Forteſcue, 
privately or publicly, when there is 
ſomething, not fit to be told, remains 
concealed ? 

The good-natured Mr. Frampton 
ſaw my ſudden tranfition from mirth 
to ſadneſs, and endeavoured all in his 
power to revive my ſpirits; but I was 
obliged to retire to the next room, 
and indulge my ſorrow. 


1 over= 
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I overheard ſome warm expreſſions 
now which eſcaped the lips of Mr. 
Frampton. 

„ This is not the firſt time (cried 
he) that you have blabb'd—No, nor 
1 engage it won't be the laſt.— Only 
for you, Elvira would not have known 
any thing about her mother — Fool 
that I was to let you read the letter. — — 
J would not wonder if you tell All 
before to-morrow morning. !] proteſt 
there 1s no truſting a woman with 
any ſecret that does not particularly 
--concern herſelf. 

Mr. Frampton was ſo alt 
warm, and all upon my account, that 
1 thought it my duty to return to the 
parlour, and endeavour to reconcile 
them. 

«© Oh Sir, a cried, entering the 
room with a dejected countenance) 

don't 
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don't be angry with Mrs. Frampton, 
Don't let ſuch a worthleſs thing as I 
am, be the cauſe of an altercation.” _ 
A calm enſued. Mr, Frampton was 
filent, and his good lady ſome minutes 
after left the parlour to give di rethons 
about dinner. 
Mr. Frampton now took this op- 
portunity of aſſuring me that the cauſe 
of my dear, dear mother's delirium, 
was not ſo exceedingly great and dread- 
ful as it appeared. 
« Then why, dear Sir, was it men- 
tioned! 2 
„Indeed, I don't know (he ex- 
claimed peeviſhly)— Mr. Evans is a 
man that always makes much of a2 
little; and my wife, like a greater fool, 
as ſhe is, makes litile of much, — He 
had no buſineſs to write about it, 
nor the any to read it — but come, 
don't 


you. 
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don't let us mind it—You with to lee 5 
our mother I know.” 


% Ah! Sir do indeed.” 
„The with is ature ſo you 


ſhall— for now, thank Heaven, ſhe 
has almoſt recovered her ſenſes, and 


[ hope will entirely when ſhe beholds 


3” 


« Well Sir, and ſhall I go ſoon to 


London ?” 


„ hope ſo: but that depends on 


you. There is a condition you know, 
which Mr. Evans (a whimſical man 
indeed; but he has ſome weighty 

| reaſon, I dare ſay) has enjoined—You 
muſt be married before you can ſee 


him.” 
& How!“ 


Oh Louiſa, conceive my ſorrow and 


a 


6 Sir 
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« Sir Walter has made propoſals for 
you; and I dare ſay, notwithſtanding 
his ſingularity of temper, will make 2 
good huſband. You may have him, 
my Dear, and fee your poor mother 
immediately; or ———,"_ 
Oh! my Friend, how great my 
embarraſſment !- 
Gratitude — all een 

<« But perhaps (continued Mr. Framp- 
ton) your affections are already engaged. 
If ſo, be candid, my Dear: for believe 
me, my ſole with is that you fhould 
have a huſband you love.“ 

« Alas! Sir, I ſee the urgent ne- 
ceſſity for changing my ſituation : it 

need not be hinted by Mr. Evans — 
have impoſed upon your — as. too 
long.” 

„How can you fay ſo It is un- 
kind. —I do not wiſh you to go to 
London, and leave us—No, Elvira: 

Vor. II. N ] will 
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I will be happy of your company 
always. While I have a home, you 
| ſhall never want one.—Do not then 
think that it is a wiſh of mine you 
ſhould change your ſituation. I am 
only anxious that you ſhould pleaſe 
yourſelf, —Tell me then, without re- 
ſtraint, your ſentiments. — Surely 
Elvira knows I can have no objection 
to any wiſh of her's.—Diſmiſs Sir 
Walter if you pleaſe, and chooſe 
another; or remain as you are: but 
do not think of viſiting your mother. 
— I ſee—T ſee your emotions, and 
pity you ſincerely. —— I would not 
have you, on my life! ſacrifice yourſelf 
to a man you could not love even for 
a mathers fake,” het 5 
Oh Sir, receive my warmeſt 
thanks; but do not mention Sir 
Walter to me again.“ 9 7 5 ; 


„Enough 
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_ *« Enough—1 thank you, Elvira.— 
I ſhall tell him to-day then, that you 
cannot love him.” 

No, my dear Sir, don't fag that, 
I beg you ; for — — | 

I heſitated 3 mindful of my 
dear Charles's advice. 

G0 on, Elvira.” 

I could not, —Cruel fate! I thought, 
that prevents me from opening my 
heart to the man that deſerves it. 
4% For . For what ?—Nay 
then, Miſs Evans I ſee you & love 
him.” 

Poor Mr. Frampton faid this with 
evident ſurpriſe, 1 

&« Alas! Sir, I know not what I am 
faying.—Oh Mr. Frampton, how can 
I think of uniting with any man, when 
ſo doubtful is my ſituation? I am 
Poor, and my hapleſs mother inſane; 
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while the cauſe (which mu if not be 
revealed) is ſtill a ſecret My relations 
too buried in obſcurity — and T==A 
ſtranger to myſelf,” _ 
| I would have ſaid more, but tears 
prevented. The generous man took 
me by the hand, and bade me think 
no more of my poverty, nor the cauſe 
of my mother's inſanity. _ 
% Whatever man (continued he) 
loves you for yourſelf alone, I will inſure 
both him and you perfect happineſs, 
notwithſtanding the appearances againſt 
you. In ſhort, Elvira, I will be re- 
- ſponſible for any danger.“ 
I thanked him with unfeigned a” 
titude,—He aſked me many queſtions 
about Sir Walter, but I was ſtill im- 
perfect in my anſwers, on account of 
Mr. Forteſcue's advice, Mr. Framp- 
ton 
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ton was evidently ſurpriſed at my 
heſitations—No wonder.—He repeat- 
edly enquired if I had given my heart 
away toany other; promiſing not only 
his advice, but every endeavour to pro- 
mote my happineſs. —Indeed Louiſa, 
I had a great mind to depend upon 
his goodneſs, and confeſs a partiality 
for Charles: but then, knowing it to 
be the wiſh of Mr. Forteſcue to re- 
main in ſecret, I ſupprefled my in- 
clination, and was ſilent when I wiſhed 
to ſpeak. —Mr. Frampton perceiving 
my diſtreſs, left me to compoſe my- 
ſelf; hoping, the next time, I would 
be more explicit in my wiſhes, 
What ſhall I do? He deſerves my 
confidence : but then I muſt not betray 
poor Charles.—Indeed, indeed Louiſa, 
I am ſadly embarraſled. 1 


. 0 
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(In Continuation, ) 


I endeavoured now to recall my 
| ſpirits by a turn or two in the garden. 
In one thing I found great ſolace in- 
deed. —Mr. and Mrs. Frampton, I 
was convinced, would never oppoſe 
my love when they knew it: but ah 
me! how Sir Walter would take it, 
was a queſtion of much doubt, —I 
knew it would be eaſy enough to 
poſtpone the intended wedding till my 

dear Charles was of age ; when ſecreſy 
' would then be unneceſſary, and candour 
not to be dreaded; but Oh! where 
was my duty for a mother then ?- 
Hard ſentence -I muſt not ſee Lon- 
don till I am married. _—Oh Mr. Evans, 
what could be the reaſon of this in- 
junction? 


Thu 8 
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Thus did I teaze myſelf with al- 
ternate hopes and fears. At laſt, the 
appearance of Sir Walter Headſtrong 
(my new and unwiſhed-for lover) 
added to my embarraſſment and con- 
fuſion; to complete which, the ba- 
ronet, on my account, came to dine 
with Mr. Frampton; ſo that this day 
indeed promiſed to be very unfavour- 
able. „%%% i os 
I ſaluted Sir Walter with profound 
reſpect; while aſſuming more gaiety 
than was natural for a man of his 
years, he approached me indeed in a 
molt ridiculous manner; and (till af. 
fecting humour, ſaluted me with the 
following words of a ſong, to the tune 


of the Duſty. Miller. 


SEE 
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\EE my fair 
- Is there ; 

| Gads my life! What ails me? 
While 1 ſtare, 

TI ſwear 
All my Courage fails me. 
Come then, pretty maid, 
Let me kiſs and woo you; 

Never be afraid, My 


mM do Soong to you, 


thin may ſay 
I'm grey; 
*Tis a lie, and ſpite too: 
I can play 
All day, 


And be gay all night too. 


For my time is long, 
And my pleaſure ſuch is; 
Pl be ever young, ; 
Tho' upon my crutches, 


« There, my Dear—there is an 
* impromptu for YOU] am inf pired by 
you, 
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you, and could ſing Ballads—aye, and 


talk Heroics all the day long.” 


Pray then, Sir Walter, don't ſtop 
the progreſs of your muſe—; am very 


fond of poetry, I affure you.” 


I cannot recollect what followed. — 
His panegyrics were ſo inſipid, and 
himſelf ſo unwelcome, that I aſſure 
vou, Louiſa, I paid little attention to 
the former, but was | diſtantly polite 


on Mr. Forteſcue's account. 


What an unhappy tedious day,— 
I pretended illneſs in the evening, and 
took my leave; refolving that when 


Sir Walter was going, I would not 


be preſent to receive his parting corn 


pliments. 
Mr. Frampton betrays the greateſt 
concern on my account. Sometimes 


he thinks I love Sir Walter; then 


imagines, I believe, I love another.— 
5 How 


. dS 
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How hard, Louiſa, that I cannot be 
explicit to my dear benefactor! 
Thanks, my dear Louiſa, for fo 
kindly defending the little productions 
of your friend's muſe, when your uncle 


found ſuch fault with them. I cannot 
ſee, indeed, why Mr. Groveby ſhould 


be ſo averſe to my writing, ſince it is 
an innocent amuſement, and ſerves to 
beguile many a tedious hour. 


Oh gentle Armitage ! rever'd and lov'd— 
Diſtinguiſh'd maid !—by ſoft compaſſion mov'd : 
And did you praiſe me and my feeble lays, 

What matter then what any Groveby ſays?— 


Did you, indeed, endeavour to defend 

Th' unpoliſh'd lines of your moſt faithful friend: 
But if you knew the various ways of all, 

How many cenſure, and how few extol ; 

How very few in theſe degen'rate days, 

Will deign to give a little merit praiſe ; 


How very few in theſe degen'rate times, 
Can pleaſe the critic-reader with their rhymes ; | 


Y ou 
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n is dead, 
You wou'd not wonder Literature is fled: 


Why hungry authors to the garret ſoar, 
While poetaſters have a middle floor 
This, by experience, having ſeen and known, 
I've ſtudy'd ſince to pleaſe myſelf alone; 
But now my ſtudy to another due, 


Am reſoly'd to pleaſe a friend in You : 
To pleaſe my friend, my only aim ſhall be, 
What pleaſes her, will certainly pleaſe me. 


E. Evans. 
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WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Es. 
; __—-o : 1 
CHARLES FORTESQUE, Es 
H IS day being fixed on for our 
walk, I promiſed to attend Mr, 


Groveby about ten in the morning.— 
Believe me, Charles, that I part with 

Louiſa with the utmoſt regret. The 
ſeparation, trifling as it may be, tears 
my very heart, —"Tis true I will ſee 


her every day : but what avails that, 


if I cannot ſtay with her ? — One 


minute's abſence may be fatal: yet I 
muſt not forget myſelf —I muſt not 


imitate my friend—my brother-lover, 
Charles—nor fear danger till it comes. 


— 1 have not - ſeen Emmet ſince : 


having, to tell the truth, avoided him, 


for 
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for fear he might crave my aſſiſtance 
where I cannot—mulſt not give it. 
Previous to our going this morning 

I drank tea with Miſs Armitage.— 
Mr. Groveby went out for awhile.— 
I took this opportunity of ſpeaking to 
Louiſa; and in a humorous, good- 
natured way, told her ſhe muſt take 
care of herſelf now ; for that I heard 
there was a gentleman violently in 
love with her, and who was deter- 
mined to run away with her. 
„What! (cried ſhe ſmiling) whether 
I will or no?” 
“Indeed, my Dear, he flatters him- 
ſelf you will: but, at any rate, he 
reſolves to run away with you firſt, 
and aſk your leave afterwards.” “ 
„Well, I muſt confeſs there is 
_ ſomething unuſually brave in that.“ 
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I believe that Miſs Armitage ſup- 
poſed I was talking about myſelf all 
this while; ſo aſſuming for once a 
very ſerious countenance, 1 attempted 
to give my advice with greater gravity. 


I thought it beſt now to give a 


deſcription of Mr. Emmet's dreſs and 


perſon, and prove by this if my dear 


Miſs Armitage recollected him; but it 
was plain ſhe did not: his name, but 
-not himſelf, was only remembered. 

I aſked her what fort of a lodging 
ſhe preferred; and promiſed ſincerely 


to make her uncle take the one that 


would be moſt agreeable. 


Oh Mr. Jefferſon, let it be as 


rural and private as poſſible.— I with 


for a little meadow, or ſome pleaſant 
walk, where 1 may now and then 


retire,” 
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4% What alone, Louiſa 1 No; 1 
muſt inſiſt upon it you will not walk 

alone.“ 

Oh Lord hy 0 

« My dear Miſs Armitage, you can- 

not eee "WAR riſques you will 

run.“ 

„Lord! Lord! Mr. Jefferſon, what 7 
ails you l proteſt you are ten years 
older than you were laſt week, by your 
converſation—Nay now, I won't like 
you if you ſermonize ſo:—I believe 
in my heart Mr. Groveby has cor- 
rapted you——Did he bid you give me 
this advice ? Not walk alone !— 
Why ſo? Oh now I ſee—You 
with to walk with me.” 

« ] do—I do indeed.“ 

After ſome other curſory obſerva- 
tions, Mr. Groveby entered. The 
Widow Bloomer too, added one to 
3 EE Es 
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the number, and a ſober game of whiſt 
terminated the evening's diverſion. 

I took an opportunity of telling the 
Widow that I had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her when ſhe was coming out 
of Mrs. Montague's boarding-ſchool. 
—] was in hopes to diſcover whom 


amuſe Mr. Emmet, and wean him 


— By this I underſtood that it was 
no young lady ; conſequently not the 
daughter of Mr. Emmet.—I there- 


this ſubject; but reſolved not to un- 
have ſome other purſuit in view beſides 


my dear Louiſa.—The evening con- 
cluded in perfect harmony. 


ſhe was with, that if poſſible I might 
from his love: intentions. She told 


me ſhe was there viſiting an old friend 
that had been ill for a length of time. 


fore declined all further enquiries upon 


deceive Mr. Emmet, that he may 
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L roſe earlier than uſual this morn- 
ing, and about 9 o'clock Mr. Groveby 
and your friend ſet out.—Various the 
ſubjects of our converſation on the 
way.—I wiſhed much to know the 
reaſon of his antipathy to Mr. Emmet, 
but could not for a long time contrive 
an introduction of the gentleman with- 
out diſcovering my knowledge of him. 
—At laſt (for what can exceed the 
fertility of my brains, Charles ?) I 
pretended to have ſeen the name on 
the door; and with aſſumed aſtoniſh- 
ment, declared I never heard ſuch a 
name before. | 

« As what?” enquired Mr. Groveby. 

« Emmet, a carpenter, —Is not it 
a ſtrange name? Did you ever hear 
ie 
” Yes, (he returned) to my ſorrow. 


—] knew one of that name who in- 
-Q3 volved 
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volved me in much diſtreſs. —I re- 
ſigned him an employment once, 
which being the cauſe of his leaving 
London, I brought upon myſelf the 
ſorrow's of a wife and daughter, which 
1 moſt innocently incurred ; for by his 


appearance and ye I thought 


him a ſingle man.” 

„ But who lh blame You FLY it?“ 
Who! —Myſelf !—My heart! 
for being the unfortunate author of a 
wife and mother's diſtreſs.— Poor 
Mrs. Emmet !—by this fatal ſepara- 
tion, ſhe not only loſt a Huſband, but 
a Brother too—He was murdered (for 
what is duelling but murder ?) by Mr. 
Emmet's hand. —Was not this ſuf- 
ficient to diſtract her ?—Yes, ſhe felt 
it ſorely. too - became inconſolable 
8 would neither fee nor be ſeen by 
any — even her child, unconſcious 


of 
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of her mother, and her mother's ſor- 
row, could yield no pleaſure now.— 
Atlaſt ——————” 

« But what became of the daugh 
ter, Sir?” for as I knew the hiſtory 
of Mrs. Emmet already, I only deſired 
to hear what as yet remained a ſecret. 
Oh! She is well provided for— 
Mr. Emmet's uncle has taken care of 
her; and notwithſtanding the diſſi- 
pation of her father, her fortune, by 
the means of her provident mother 
and friends, remains unimpaired and 
confiderable.” 

Ils ſhe pretty, Mr. Groveby ?” 

« Exceedingly—and what is better 
—ſenſible. Indeed her father did 
not want for ſenſe, though he was 
fooliſh at times. — He was a poet, Sir; 


and on his account, I have an averſion | 
to the name,” 


« I confeſs +, 
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I confeſs I ſhould be glad to fee 
the young lady — Can you introduce 
me to her, Mr. Groveby ?” ; 
Here the old gentleman heſitated.— 
I believe in my heart he has fixed 
upon me for his niece's huſband, and 
is therefore unwilling to put a rival 
in my way; however he told me he 
would the firſt opportunity that offered, 
but that at preſent ſhe was out of 
town ; as Mr. Emmet's uncle, hearing 
of his nephew s arrival, thought proper 
to remove the daughter till ſhe was of 
age and her fortune ſecured. 
We have therefore (continued 
Mr. Groveby) mutually promiſed to 
conceal the poor girl till her happineſs 
may be conſummated, and that the 
| preſence of a father cannot mar it, — 
This I hope will be ſhortly.—For my 
pu I am determined to be ſilent on 
every 
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every fide, If Mr. Emmet ſhould 


ever repeat his viſit to me, (for he 


did call on me ſome months ago) I 


ſhall refer him to his uncle, and pre- 


tend an entire ignorance of the matter: 
but indeed I deſire never to ſee him; 
for upon no account would 1 have 


my niece know him, or ever be in his 
company.” 


We had fois: further chat upon 
this ſubject, but nothing more to the 
purpoſe. We were now in Hamp- 


ſtead, and at a diſtance I perceived a 
ſmall habitation, which being by itſelf, 


in a rural ſituation, would, I thought, 
anſwer the wiſhes of my dear Armi- 
tage; accordingly I propoſed to Mr. 


 Groveby to enquire for a lodging there. 


We did—and, conceive my aſtoniſh- 


ment, Charles, when Mrs. Moreland, 
the y oung actor's mother, (of whom 


vou 


i 
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you were ſo anxious to hear ſome- 
thing) opened the door. We ſtared 
at one another— Mr. Groveby ſtared 
too — wondering, with very good 
reaſon, what could be the cauſe of 
our gaping. —At laſt the old woman 
gave mea very chearful welcome; and 
knowing the purport of our calling, 
was evidently well pleaſed, and inſiſted 
on our entering the parlour, where Mr. 
Moreland was fitting ; but, I thought, 
in a very melancholy poſture : how- 
ever, I rouſed him from his deſpond- 
ency, by ſaluting him with all the 
familiarity of an old acquantance. 
„This is an anne viſit,” he 
cried. 
e eu, Mr. W it i8.— 
This gentleman and I are looking 
about for a lodging; and I dare ſay 
we can be accommodated here.” 
| . „ Oh 
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« Oh yes, (interrupted the old lady) 
we have a moſt elegant firſt-floor to 
let—Pray walk up, Sir, and ſee it.” 

_ «© Mr. Groveby will: the lodging 
is for nn not for him either 
TC but for a Lady.“ | 


« A Lady! Sir — (echoed Mrs. 
Moreland, with a very altered coun- 


| tenance; being as much ſad now, as 


it was gay before)——Pray what fort 
of a Lady, Sir? — Is ſhe your — 
ON —5— . 

20 My niece (replied Mr. Groveby) 
—She has been indiſpoſed, and is 
ordered wy her phyſician to the coun- 
try. 9” 

« Oh pray Sir, walk up—l beg 
your pardon—Pray walk up.” 

I confeſs that I liked this old woman's 
circumſpeCtion : it ſhewed, that not- 
withſtanding her intereſt was con- 


cerned, 
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 rerned, ſhe had a reſpect for her 
character and that of her abode.— 
Were every houſe-keeper fo properly 
particular, we would not, eſpecially 


-in London, have ſo many complaints 
of bad, irregular neighbours. 


While Mrs. Moreland and ak 


friend went up ſtairs, I remained with 


Mr. Moreland, reſolving to know the 


reaſon of his dejection. 


As I expected, he derived his ſorrow 
from the elopement of his ſon, the 
intended ſchool- maſter.— All his hopes 


were blaſted, and he had now no con- 


ſolation remainipg, fearing that the 


runaway would bring him to trouble 


and diſgrace. 
I promiſed the old man that I would 


prevent all that; hoping, I ſaid, to 
recover his ſon, and by taking the 


liberty 
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liberty of adviſing, make them all 
happy. 
« Oh Sir, if you would be ſo kind, 


any thing in my power to repay you, 
I will moſt readily e what 1 is 


vour advice?“ 
« To drop all intentions of making 


him what it ſeems he is not fit for, 


and by binding him an apprentice to 
whatever buſineſs he is moſt capable 
of, render not only yourſelves but Hen 
happy.” 
e Ithank you, Sir; but muſt IE 
you that it was never my with to 
come up to London, and put myſelf 
to any inconveniencies on his account; 
1 was perſuaded by his mother to do 
what I am very ſorry I have done. 
She is now herſelf convinced of her 
error, and dearly repents her folly. 
Indeed from the beginning ſhe ſpoiled 
Vor. * 3 him; 
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him; and I foreſaw that this would 
be the end of all her indulgence.— 
Oh Sir, if you could meet, and prevail 
upon him to return home, I ſhall im- 
mediately follow your advice; but 1 
hear he has got an idle notion in his 
head of going upon the Stage, —If I 
thought he would arrive to eminence 
in that profeſſion, I would not oppoſe 
it; but I know his incapability too 
well; and to ſee my fon ſtanding 
before a multitude as an attendant 
upon a king, or a ſlave with a meſſage, 
would make me aſhamed of even my- 
$I,” 

I aflured Mr. Moreland that 1 would 
do all in my power to prevent his fon 
from playing the fool or bringing bim- 
ſelf and family to diſgrace, —Qn the 
old man's repeating his promiſe of 
ſerving n me in return if he could, 1 

confeſſed 
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confeſſed my anxiety for the lady who 
was coming to lodge with him; and 


by intimating my partiality and fear 


of her walking alone, told him if he 
would pay her every neceſſary atten- 
tion, and be careful that nobody ever 
inſulted her, 1 ſhould look upon ſuch 
kindneſs as ſufficient compenſation for 
all that 1 ſhould do.—Mr. Moreland 
faithfully aſſured me he would adhere 
to my orders ; and hoped that as long 
as the young lady remained 1n his 
houſe, ſhe would meet with no harm. 
About this time Mr. Groveby, after 
making his bargain, came down ſtairs 
with Mrs. Moreland. —The next day 
was agreed upon for the young lady's 
coming. 
On our returning home, my old 
friend ſaid that he was very happy I. 
l knew 
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knew the people of the houſe where 
_ Miſs Armitage was going, —He was 
_ deſirous, I ſaw, to learn the manner 
in which we became acquainted : : and 
with This and That of Maſter Dicky's 
elopement and intentions, I amuſed 
Mr. Groveby till we had reached 
home. N 

I was happy to find my dear Louiſa 
in good ſpirits on our return. She 
expreſſed much ſatisfaction at the ac- 
count I gave her of her new lodging, 
of which ſhe intends to-morrow morn- 
ing early to take poſſeſſion. 

That my friend may ſee I am not 
forgetful of him and his love, I aſſure 
you that J have enquired about Elvira's 
mother and the cauſe of her madneſs ; 
but Miſs Armitage cannot inform me. 
She has been in this precarious ſtate 
from 
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from Elvira's infancy ; I cannot think, 
therefore, that the madneſs of a mother 
ſcarcely known, can be any obſtacle to 
your happineſs ; nor do I fee why you 


ſhould forbear enquiring of Miſs Evans 


how her parent is, and the cauſe of her 
malady. You are concerned for her; 
therefore it is natural to aſk theſe 
queſtions. _ 
I hope to have ſome diverſion with 

_ Maſter Moreland yet, when I have 
made him aſhamed gf his wild-gooſe 
intentions; then I think I can with 
greater facility reconcile him to his 
father and mother, and prevail upon 
him to apply his mind to ſome 
ſuitable employment.—I dare ſay Mr. 
and Mrs. Moreland will never be am- 
bitious again to make a Gentleman of 
what Nature did not deſign for one. 

P-3 ::-::---Þ attend 


4 
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L attend Louiſa in the morning to 
Hampſtead, but ſhall make it my bufi- 
neſs to ſee Mr. Emmet firſt, and hear 


his further intentions.— will not con- 
fels my knowledge of the new lodging, 


nor avow my Love . I think 
proper, 


Vour's, 


W. JEFFERSON. 


CHARLES 


1 
3 1 
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CHARLES FORTESCUE, Esg 


WILLIAM JEFFERSON, EA 


J H! my Friend, I have been ex- 
ceedingly unfortunate to-day ! 


At was planned between my dear 


Elvira's ſervant and me, that I ſhould 
ſee Miſs Evans every morning before 
her maſter or miſtreſs was up; and 
as a ſignal that all was ſafe, and 1 
might knock at the door with ſecurity, 
a handkerchief was to be faſtened at 
the parlour-window, which ſhould be 
open for the purpoſe ; but the wind 
being exceedingly high this morning, 
the handkerchief was unfortunately 
blown away, and all my expectations 
of ſeeing my dear Elvira, b/afted at the 
ſame tune, — Concluding that there 
| Ne Was 
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was ſome obſtacle to our meeting, by 
not ſeeing the ſignal as appointed, I 1 
would not venture to appear: there- 
fore returned home about nine, and 
ſuffered much by my diſappointment 
and doubts. 
Miſs Evans, not knowing the cauſe 
of my abſence, having (after ſhe had 
put up the fignal) gone into the gar- 
den to wait my coming, was equally 
filled with apprehenſions at my ſtaying 
away ; till Betty, on ſeeing the re- 
moval of the handkerchief, accounted 
for our mutual diſappointment ; and 
ſoon as ſhe had an opportunity, waited 
upon me to explain the unfortunate 
event. — I was extremely diſtreſt at 
having loſt this opportunity ; for every 
moment now, till I obtain my dear 
Elvira's confent to perfect my wiſhes, 
1s to me e moſt Precious. 


Betty 
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Betty told me that my guardian 
was at Mr. Frampton's yeſterday, and 
ſtill perſiſts in teazing Miſs Evans 
with his unſeaſonable love.—I have 
cautioned Elvira not to give him a 
peremptory refuſal, for fear he may 
become our bitter enemy. — Alas! 
William! how perplexing is my ſitu- 
ation! I muſt not attempt walking 
out in the day-time for fear of meet- 
mg Sir Walter, WIio could have 
ſuſpected that my guardian would have 
fo ſuddenly formed an acquaintance 
with one of three miles diſtance? It 
is almoſt incredible. But ſuch are 
the viciſſitudes of life, that we muſt 
expect many croſſes ere we can attain 
our defires. 
Sir Walter comes here every day 
on horſeback, attended only by his 
favourite dog Cæſar, whom 1 belies 
he loves dearer than his miſtreſs.—= 


I pray 


— — « . — — ——— 
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I pray every hour for a cloudy morn- 
Ing ; as then, I know my guardian 
will not venture out.— Thank Heaven, 


to-day promiſes well: it rains moſt 


violently: I may without danger take 
the air. —Betty ſays that if there be 


any fine interval, her young miſtreſs, 


| the knows, will attempt to ſee me. 


Fortunately, the other ſervant, Timo- 
thy, is out upon fome errand of Mr. 


Frampton's, and not expected in till 


evening.— 1 will run the riſque then, 


—My dear Elvira ſhall fee the dif- 


ference of her admirers—No weather 
ſhall prevent me from ſeeking an op- 
portunity to ſpeak with my love; nor 
no opportunity eſcape me of prevailiug 
on Elvira to crown my hopes. 


Yes, William, I ſhall ſpeak to Miſs 


Evans about her mother: there can 


be no harm: it is praiſe-worthy cu- 
rioſity, and a proof of my affection. 
—1 will 


| ——“—.!... ⁊ ĩðͤ-v b. | 
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I will enquire the cauſe of her 
malady, and promiſe all the aſſiſtance 
in my power. — Are we not wedded 
already by Affection? And why ſhould 
punctilious notions divide our thoughts? 
No, I will confeſs my knowledge of 
her mother's illneſs, know the reaſon, 
and attempt all in my power to ac- 
celerate the reſtoration of her ſenſes. 
My friend muſt excuſe my haſte — 
I with now, in ſpite of the rain, to 
attempt an interview with Elvira— 
My guardian, I know, will not come 
to-day.,—As then I muſt ſhortly reſume 
the pen to let you know the ſucceſs 


of my ramble, I ſhall drop it for the 


preſent ; and remain 
' Your's ſincerely, 
C. FokrTEScvux. 


ELVIRA 
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ELVIRA EVANS 
To 


Thank my dear Louiſa for her 
laſt favour,* am happy to hear ſhe 


has recovered, and ſo well ſituated.— 
The Hampſtead air I know will do 


you good; and the company of Mr. 


and Mrs. Moreland, on whoſe kind 
attention you have fo largely ex- 


patiated, will, I make no doubt, keep 
up your ſpirits ; eſpecially as William 
ſees you every day. 

I affure you, my Dear, that I have 


my croſſes as well as other people. 
Our ſignal failed yeſterday morning. 


The wind was fo envious of our ap- 
proaching 


* This letter being unintereſting, is omitted. 
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handkerchief.—A terrible day indeed 
it was: but, notwithſtanding its ſe- 


verity, Charles ventured out. — Mr. 
Frampton being abroad, and his lady 


canfined to her chamber, I had about 


half an hour's convexſation with my 
dear Fotteſeue. 


Mindful of our diſappointment | in the 


miſtakes ; and now, my Dear, we in- 


tend neither to open the window nor 


put up a handkerchief, but cloſe one 


of the ſhutters, which we think will 


be leſs remarkable and more ſure. 
Oh Louiſa! in the courſe of our 


Converſation Charles mentioned my 


mother : hearing, he faid, of her un- 


happy fituation, he wiſhed much to 
be of ſervice if he could, and preſſed 


Vor. II. * me 
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proaching happineſs, it blew away the 


oY 


» 
F 


morning, we firſt of all thought upon | 
other ſignal to prevent any future 
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me to relate the cauſe of her madneſs, 
that he might conſult with ſome per- 
ſons of eminence, and diſcover the moſt 
likely means of reſtoring her ſenſes. - 

Ah me! I changed colour five hundred 
times; which Mr. Forteſcue perceiving, 
told me he ſhould be very ſorry if I once. 
ſuppoſed the the misfortune of a parent 
would — his regard for me.— 

He ſaid, that the account of her illneſs 
was communicated to him by his friend, 
who heard it from mine. — Ah Louiſa! 
T was ſorry that you confeſſed it to Mr. 
Jefferſon—yet, on further recollection, 
I was glad: it was proper that Mr. 
Forteſcue ſhould know it before we 
were more cloſely connected Ves 
and he ſhould know the rats _ if 
1 could diſcloſe it. 

I ſtammered in my repliez: ac - 
knowledged my ignorance of the mat · 
ter, 


Te, le bee, 
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to my own mother; for, poor woman, 
her frenzy commencing ere my infant 


proper by my friends to take me away 


love beſt. 
1 now told Mr. Forteſcue with can- 


tioned the ſad condition on which only 


turned pale, and ſeemed to doubt his 
future happineſs. 


Oh then, Miſs Evans, (he cried). 


TI ſuppoſe, on your mother's account, 
you muſt | marry my oor 


03. Why 


ter, and declared myſelf even a ſtranger 
days expired, I never had the happi- 
neſs of knowing her: it was deemed 


from her, as mad people, they ſay, are 
always apt to hurt the ere Wr 


dour the part of the letter which Mrs. 
Frampton had read to me.— He was | 
happy 'to hear that my mother was 

recovering apace; but when I men- 


I was to ſee her—alas! my Dear, he 
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Why ſuppoſe it, Mr. Fattefous, 5 
when Mr. and Mrs. Frampton are ge- 
nerous enough to give me my choice?” 
« Ah! but my fituation forbids an 

avowal of my love. Oh that ſeven 
months were over!“ 

« ] will wait ſeven months—yes 
Charles, though I with to fee my 
mother.” 1 
„Thanks, my dear Elvira: but 
why not ſecure our happineſs now ?” 
We were interrupted by Betty. 
She ſaid that Sir Walter was coming 
with Mr. Frampton in a coach. —Hea . 
vens! how alarmed we were. Mͤy 
poor dear Charles was obliged to leave 
me after a haſty farewell. 

1 was now obliged to receive Sir 
Walter with an air of borrowed gaiety, 
and pretend a pleaſure at ſeeing him, 
which alas! was foreign to my heart. 

l 
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The day became ſo exceedingly fine 
that Sir Walter ſent back his carriage, 
and it was reſolved that the. Baronet 
ſhould go home on one of Mr. Framp- 
ton's horſes. It ſeems that à carriage 
generally makes Sir Walter ſick; ſo 
that he had now a very fine opportu- 


nity, to be ſure, of bragging of his | 
love, when he defied even ſickneſs for | | 


my ſake. 
Never was a day ſo diſagreeable.— 
J left the room after dinner, as ſoon as 
decency would permit, to ſcribble theſe : 
few lines for my dear Louiſa. LRN. 
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(In Continuation, 1 
a 1 $1 


adone L- Timothy; ok as the 
key of his maſter's ſtable, has ſtaid 
out ſo long on a meſlage of Mr. Framp- 
ton hu that 8 Walter has accepted their 
Q 3 ofter 
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offer of ſleeping here eight, e 


tunate !—I ſhall have no opportunity 
of ſeeing my dear Charles to-morrow 


morning, as I underſtand Sir Walter 


is a very early riſer, —What ſhall I 
do ?—Surely I am the ſport of Fortune, 
and doomed to be ever unhappy ! 


I hear a noiſe.—Excuſe me a mo- 


ment. — Something! 18 the matter. 


(In Continuation. ) 


Timothy has come home, but ſo 


drunk that he can neither ſtand nor 
ſpeak. Mr. Frampton has diſchar ged 
him: I am not ſorry for 1t.—I will 
now be able to ſee Mr. Frampton in 
the middle of the day.—This'eveht, 
my Dear, partly compenſates for paſt 


misfortunes —I muſt content myſelf 


with the. hopes of ſeeing my dear 
Charles 
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Charles at mid- day, inſtead of the 


morning. 
Write ſoon, Louiſa, and let me know 
how William and you go on.—I hope 


it will be a match; and ſhould fortune 


| ſmile on our love, then ſhall we be 
all happy and united; which is the 
ardent prayer of 


Vour faithful friend, 


| E. : EVANS. | 


. 


LOUISA 


LAS Rs — vb bed Ty , 
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LOUISA ARMITAGE, 


T0 


"BLVIREA EVANS” 


Am exceedingly happy indeed, — 
What a lucky fall it was that oc- 
caſioned my coming here.—lI fell into 
a good ſituation by it—Pray Heaven 
there may be no falling offi Another 
Admirer, my Dear: but how you may 
aſk? Why one that introduced him- 
ſelf, —I was walking about in a little 
pretty grove here, according to my 
with, and this ſtranger (though I am 
ſure I have ſeen him before) paid me 
his beſt reſpects, ſaid ſome pretty 
| things, and of courſe an acquaintance 
enſued, —Well—I ſuppoſe you with to 


. . know 
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know what ſort of a man he is.— Oh, 
not like William, I aſſure you. Ra- 
ther elderly, my Dear, but was in his 
time a very fine fellow: his name (for 
I am willing to ſatisfy you in every 
particular) he told me was Cumber- 
land: I don't recollect ſuch a name, 
yet I am ſure I have ſeen the gentles 
man before, 13 
se has called again, treated me to 
ek fruit, &c. and has invited me 
= to-morrow morning to walk with 
# Him. I chooſe to be always wicked, 
= you know, ſo mean to encourage him 
awhile that I may teaze William a 
little. - 
My uncle ſeldom pays me a \ vide ; 
but Mr. Jefferſon, who indeed is more 
welcome, never fails a day: he has 
hinted bomething about marriage ta 
me.— 


** | 5 


5 
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me. — I was filent, my Dear, but 
ſmiled a little to encourage him.— 1 
Having the laſt time enjoined me to 
conſent, 1 begged him not to make 
fun of me.—I don't know whether he 
underſtands me; but ſuch are the re- 
ſtrictions upon us women, that it is 
impoſſible for us to ſay Yes at once. 
1 am very glad to hear that worth- | 
leſs fellow, Timothy, is diſcharged: | 
certainly my dear Elvira will have 
more frequent opportunities of ſeeing 
her Charles. —Sir Walter is a terrible . 
intruder indeed; however, I have no 7 
patience with my friend for not ac- 
cepting Mr. Forteſcue at once, and | 
putting it out of the power of an old 
* to torment you ſo. 
To tell the truth, I am very glad 
Mr. Groveby does not come here: he 
Py would 
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would be angry with me for my en- 

| tertaining myſelf with Mr. Cumber- 
land; but I am determined on having 
ſport, and proving the conſtancy of 

William. 


Adieu, 


L. ARMITAGE, 


ELVIRA 
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ELVIRA EVANS 
. To 


TILL unfortunate, my Dear 
How adverſe is Fate ! how unpro- 
\pitious to all our ſchemes ! 

This morning I roſe very early, and 
flattered myſelf that Sir Walter, as he 
was not at home, would lie in bed 
longer than uſual: but not ſo; the 
Baronet got up, and ſeeing me in the 
parlour, came to Pay his morning de- 
voirs. 

Was ever any thing fo unfavourable ? 
The ſun this morning being remarkably 
bright, Sir Walter could not bear it, 
and cloſed one of the window ſhutters 


te exclue 3 its rays. 


I dreaded 


OR, THE BOLD ADVENTURERS. 181 


I dreaded the event of this, well | 


knowing poor Charles would miſtake 


it for the fign. I left Sir Walter for a 
moment, and calling Betty, whiſpered 
her a charge to watch the door, and 


diſmiſs Mr. Forteſcue with all poſſible 


caution ; then returning to Sir Walter, 


1 endeavoured to amuſe him from look- 
ing through the window : this I for- 
tunately did, by ſhewing him ſome 
paintings and needlework of my own. 
The Baronet was exceedingly pleaſed 
with my ſeeming attention. He be— 


held all with rapturous delight, and 


paid me many flattering compliments. 


At laſt the well-known knock at the 


door came. 


Ha! that's my ſervant, I dare ſay, 


with my horſe.“ 


Stay Sir Walter—No—it's ſome 


one cin matter — you won't leave 


me {ure * 


Von. 11. 3 No 
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«© No—no—nho, my dear ſoul,” cried 


the exulting Baronet, and abfolutely 
 kifled me.— Ves, Louiſa, and at this 


critical time he might have kiſſed me 
again,—T heard the ſtreet-door ſhut- 
ting, ſo knew that all danger was 
over, © | 
Mr. Frampton and his Lady, out of 
politeneſs this morning to Sir W alter, 
roſe earlier than uſual, and prepared 
breakfaſt. 
Sir Walter and Mr. Frampton had 


ſome. private conference. The Baro- 


net, no doubt, confeſſed his bopes now, 
ſince I had behaved to him ſo favour— 
able, 

A little after breakfaſt Sir Walter 
miſſed his dog; a great favourite of 


bis, it ſeems, and one he would not 
lofe for the world. The Baronet was 
molt ſadly alarmed: he declared he. 
muſt 8⁰ home immediately, and ſce if 
h13 
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his dog was there: to be ſure I was 


very glad of this. 


Mr. Frampton preſſed him to ſtay, 


but in vain; his dog was more precious 
to him than all the world. A pretty 


lover, truly I ſaw that Mr. and Mrs. 
Frampton were ndt very well pleaſed. 
Sir Walter ran about like a diſtracted 
man; he wondered where it could be: 
if not at home, moſt certainly ſome 
one murdered him for the ſake of his 
collar, which it ſeems was more va- 


luable than uſual. 
« I will hang any man that has 


killed my dog.—I love Cæſar better 


than the whole world; pray Heaven 
I may find him at home He muſt be 
murdered he could not be ſtolen 
No—he would bite any man that at- 


tempted to ſeduce him, —Good-day, 


= 0 Mr. 
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Mr. Frampton ; - good - day, Ma'a am; WM 
good-day, Miſs.” 1 

Away ſcampered Sir Walter on foot 
A happy riddance indeed! 

Betty intends to go to Mr. Forteſcue 
the very firſt opportunity. Since the 
departure of Timothy, and no other 
ſervant being yet provided in his place, 
her time is more precious. I know, |* 

however, ſhe will ſtrain every nerve WY 
for my lake. 1 


Your's, 


E. Evans. 


CHARLES 
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CHARLES FORTESCUE, r. 
To. 


WILLIAM JEFFERSON, ESN 


FELL, it is all over now. 
I ſee no poſſibility of ſea: 


10g detection. 


This morning I was deceived aga. 7, wy 


in the ſignal My guardian flept in 


the houſe, and it was wonderful indeed 


he did not fee me. He cloſed the 
ſhutter to keep off the radiance of the 
ſun, ſo that I knocked at the door 


with daring fortitude. Betty diſco- 


vered all in a few words, and away I 


ran with uncommon rapidity. 
In my haſte I did not perceive Sir 


Walter's dog till I had reached my 
lodging: this moſt faithful animal, 
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remembering me, purſued me all the 


way, and evinced the greateſt marks 


| of dumb affection. 


In vain I endeavoured to get rid of 


| him.—Czſar would not leave me.— 
1 was going to ſtrike it, but the poor 
thing lay down and licked my feet in 
ſuch an affectionate manner that I 
could not find in my heart to hurt 


It, 
J have ſince thut him out of my 
room, in hopes that he would return 


to his maſter; but he makes ſuch a 


terrible noiſe when excluded my pre- 


ſence, that I am very glad to let him 


in again,—No—he will not leave me. 
-—[t looks, 1 think, as if the poor crea- 
ture wanted me to return home. 

But what ſhall I do: —Caſting my 
eye on the news-paper to-day, I have 
perceived an advertifement of my guar- 

8 dian's 
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dian's—Fifty guineas reward for the 
recovery of his dog !|—Oh, William, 


William, I ſhall be ruined now inevi- 


tably.—I cannot ſtir out, but Cæſar 


follows me.—I curſe the poor animal 


indeed, yet cannot be angry with him 


for his good-nature. 


I acknowledged the imperfect ac- 
count I received of Elvira's mother, 


but am now more in the dark than 
ecver.—She does not know the reaſon 


of her madneſs. How myſterious ! 
But what adds to my uneaſineſs, (for 
all my evil ſtars have conſpired againſt 
me) is, that Miſs Evans is forbid by 
Mr. Evans to' come to London and ſee 
her mother till ſhe is married: this 1 


know is in order to accelerate the in- 


tended union between her and Sir 
Walter Oh! William! but ſhe ſays 
— 


—— — 
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dangerous. 
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the will wait Wen months 


Hard conflict indeed between Love | 
80 and 1 


(In Continuation.) 


Betty has been with me. —She was 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing the dog; ſeems to 
think it will be a fatal circumſtance; b 
however thinks when I call to-morrow 


morning I may leave the dog at Mr. 
 Frampton's, and Betty will WINGS a 
that he returned. 


My dear Elvira wiſhes to ſee me 
now; but, alas! I cannot ſtir Cæſar 


muſt come too; and he is ſo well de- 
ſcribed in my guardian's advertiſement, 
that the attempt of walking with him 


in the middle of the day would be.too | 


Were ever. poor lovers 


ſo 
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ſo often and cruelly diſappointed !— 

I know not what I am writing. — 
Excuſe me, William, I muſt bid you 

= adieu.—As it is out of my power to 

ſee my dear Elvira, I muſt write her 

ö a few lines. 


LVour's, in haſte, 


C. ForTtescus, 


WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Eve. 
| 7.0 | 


CHARLES FORTESCUE, Esa. 


Tell you, Charles, that if you 
don't keep the dog, you are ruined 
for ever: read the encloſed, and then 
you will underſtand me. 
Methinks you have read it now; 
lifting up eyes and hands to heaven, 
and railing againſt all your evil ſtars— 
Well—if I were in your ſituation 1 
ſhould laugh continually at theſe miſ- 
fortunes.— I would ſend ſome out-of- 
the-way comical letter to Sir Walter, 
that ſhould make him poſtpone his 
intentions; ſwear there is ſome one 
here in love with Elvira, and make 
: | N him 
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him waver in the intention of mar- 
rying, for fear his forehead might tell 
tales: but have a care—if you attempt 
the leaſt witty anſwer, your guardian, 
with ſome reaſon, would ſuſpect you 
were not the writer, 

I am ſadly perplexed here too.— 
Mr. Emmet, notwithſtanding all my 
pains, has found out Loviſa's lodging, 
and means to purſue his ſcheme : all 
my dependance is upon Mr. More- 
land's attention. He tells me ſome 
ſtranger has been with Miſs Armitage 
already—a man too. — I have my ſuſ- 
picions; but Moreland has promiſed 
to watch him again, and give me a 
perfect deſcription of him. If it be 
not Mr. Emmet, I am fatisfied : if it 
is, I will diſcover his deſigus. 


. 
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I am looking for Maſter Moreland, 
to ſee Mr. Evans on the buſineſs of 
the encloſed; and if the old gentleman 
has any objections, which 1 hope he 
will, from what has been mentioned 
already at Dr. Browne's, I think Sir 
Walter will decline his intentions. 


Vor s, 


W. JET PERSON. 


811 
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Sin WALTER HEADSTRONG, 
1 TW | 
D CHARLES FORTESCUE, Ex. 
: { Encloſed in the preceding.) 


N Requeſt you will wait upon Mr. 
$ Evans immediately, and apprize 
him of my intentions to viſit London 
in a few days.—Miſfs Evans has, by 
her behaviour, now convinced me of 
her love; ſo that I will ſee Mr. Evans, 
and ſettle the marriage-buſineſs im- 
| wende 

I would ſet off for n to-night, 
but having loſt my dear favourite dog 
Cæſar, I cannot think of leaving this 
till 1 have found him.— I fear Mr. 
Frampton's late ſervant (a drunken, 


idle dog) has done ſomething with 
Vor, II. ä him; 
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him; however, I have put in a catch- 


ing advertiſement, and make no doubt 
but I ſhall diſcover the truth.—I will 


defer a relation of further particulars 


till T ſee you.—T hope you are perfectly 
recovered now. Mr. Norfolk has not 
paid me the bottle of wine yet, nor 
won't, he ſays, till I return from 
London; as then, he will be better 


ſatisfied. What eee per- 8 


verſeneſs! 


Your's, 


W. HeaAapsTRONG. 


CHARLES 
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CHARLES FORTESCUE, Es& 


Ds 


WILLIAM JEFFERSON, ESU 


H! my Friend, I received your 


AU favour when too late. Il left the 


dog at Mr. Frampton's the ſucceeding 
morning, and Sir Walter leaves Dub— 


lin to- morrow.— Oh! William, con- 


trive every means to amuſe my guar- 
dian from his. purpoſe : let word be 


left at the Temple that I. am gone 


to ſome part of the country for my 
health; alto at the Coffee-houſe where 


he directs his letters. If he aſks my 
direction, they muſt not know; but 
ſay I ſend up once a week for my 


letters. In the mean time I ſhall dit- 
cover myſelf to Mr. and Mrs. Framp- 
. „ on 
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ton; and, with. my Elvira's conſent, 
avow my love, and depend upon their 
pity.— I muſt loſe no time — now or 
never. — Oh! Fortune, for once ſmile 
propitious, and aſſiſt my bold endea- 


vours | 
Your's, &c. 


P. S. My guardian goes by the 
Head.—I think proper to give you 
this hint, as perhaps you may improve 
by it.—Suppoſe you ſend ſome one to 
detain him. Would it not be a good 
{cheme ? 


WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Esq. 
a 
CHARLES FORTESCUE, Es. 


DEAR CHARLES, | 
HAVE improved upon your hint, 
and think in ſuch a manner that 
it will be to our mutual advantage; 
but J ſhall procced regularly 1 in my ac- 
count, not like my countrymen, be- 
gin with the end, and end with the be- 
ginning—A little 1 patience and you ſhall 
hear. 

By the deſcription which Mr. More- 
dand gave me of the new vititor to 
Louiſa, no doubt remained of its be- 
ing Mr. Emmet.—] contels ray fears 
returned, and I ſcarcely knew what I 
was about.—Underſtanding the hour 


1 that 
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that he was to repeat his viſit, by the 
aſſumed name of Cumberland, I wrote 
an anonymous letter to Mr. Groveby, 
but in ſuch a manner that I ſhould 
never be aſhamed to avow it.—To ſa- 
tisfy your curioſity I have preſerved a 
copy, and ſhall here tranſcribe it. 


To Mr. GROVERY. 
«I.1R; 


Though anonymous letters are, for 
themolt part, deemed the offspring of 
envy and malice, yet believe me, Sir, 
that this is entirely of a contrary na- 
ture; -a;reſpeft, I may ſay a friend- 
ſhip, for all the parties, have induced 
me to it; and ſuch is my embarraſſed 

fituation, that I cannot avow myſelf, 
at leaſt yet, without ſuffering much 


1}! 
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in the opinion of ſome of my friends. — 


A gentleman, who, though known to 
you, is unfortunately unknown to 


your niece, has taken the advantage of 


her being removed from you, and, 


under a borrowed name, intends to run 
away with Miſs Armitage. I will 
not ſay ſeduce, becauſe I am ſure he 
means to marry her, —This gentleman 
is that unfortunate Emmet, who, 


driven to deſpair by the abſence of his 


dear-loved daughter, has now no other 


remedy he thinks of recovering his 


child, but by connecting himſelf with 


your family—if (and as I make no 
doubt) you are averſe to ſuch connec- 
tion, you would do well, I think, to 


inform the unhappy father of what he 


wiſhes to know, and thereby wean him 


from his diſtracted reſolution.— The 


name he aſſumes, is, I underſtand, 
Cumberland; 
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Cumberland; and, on account of Miſs 
Armitage's dangerous fituation, I am 
very much alarmed. Though much 
may be ſaid againſt, yet more can be 
urged for Mr. Emmet's behaviour—His 
ilHjudged contrivances, I know, pro- 
cced from infatuation and deſpair, 
Conſider, Sir, he is a father and a 
man—as the latter, he muſt be ſub- 


ject to frailties, and as a parent, muſt 


feel his diſtreſſes.— Indeed, Sir, is 


hard he ſhould not fee his child he 


had not much enjoyment in his ma- 


trimomal connection; and now, in 


the decline of life, he needs ſome con- 


ſolation.—As he has told his Story, I 


attribute the chicf part of his ſuffer- 


ings more to the failings of fortune 
than nature; but if he was a bad huſ- 
band, there 1s reaſon to think he will 


be a good father, — You, Sir, nor his 
** uncle, 
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uncle, have, nor never had, any chil- 
dren, therefore cannot feel what he 
ſuffers —I do not write from any in- 
tereſted motive—No—l am, be aſſured 
Sir, as great a friend to you (if not 
greater) as to him. — I am known to 

all; but for the preſent, or until this 
unhappy matter be cleared up, think 
it molt prudent to remain 


«A STRANGER.” 


E > 


Now Charles, you ſhall hear the 

reſult of this. 5 | 

Early in the morning, previous to 
Mr. Cumberland's promiſed viſit, Mr. 
Groveby came to Hampſtead.— I be- 
lieve he meant to have ſpoken to me 
firſt; but riſing before him, I got the 
ſtart, and, according to my intention, 
breakfaſted with Miſs Armitage.— 
Her uncle arrived before we had done 


—He 
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. —He ſeemed very well ſatisfied at 
ſeeing me; and, after ſome minutes 


heſitation, took out the ſtranger's let- 
ter, and put it into my hands. —I read 


it over with ſeeming attention, but 


was at the ſame time conſidering how 
I ſhould act. Louiſa, not ſuppoſing it 
was concerning her, left the parlour, to 
take a turn, as was uſual, in the gar- 


den. took this opportunity of ſpeak- 


ing very feelingly to Mr. Groveby; 
aſſuring him, that the writer of this 
was apparently his friend, and that 1 
would adviſe him by all means, with- 
out taking further notice of the letter, 


to tell his niece in the moſt affectionate 


manner, who this Mr. Cumberland is. 
* thank you for the hint will.” 
Saying this, he followed Miſs Ar- 


mitage to the garden—they were for 
a long time together, I would not 


interrupt 
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interrupt them, ſo remained in the 


parlour by myſelf. — Mr. Groveby 


now returned, bade me good-day, and 
made an abrupt departure.—Preſently 
after I ſaw his niece—but her eyes, 
& like April ſuns in ſhowers,” con- 
vinced me of her ſorrow. 


«© What ails you, Miſs Armitage — 


Vou have been weeping.“ 


„ thank you, Mr. e do 


ſincerely.— 


For what, my dear?“ — 
“ Your kindneſs.—I was very im- 


prudent indeed but your good na- 


ture—1 ſhall never forget it—has 


ſaved me from imminent ruin My 


uncle ſhewed me your letter.“ 
| 66 Mine !” FS 
„Mes know the writing, and it 
does you honour—You were exceed- 
eh kind, and I admire your delicacy 
too.— 


204 WILLIAM AND CHARLES: 


too.—Oh Sir, I did not perſonally | 


| know Mr. Emmet—or- but the 


danger is over—l will be denied to 


him to-day.“ 
I was ſilent; for I did not think ! it 


prudent now to deny what was s ſo pal- 
pable. 


1 made many : apologies for the ſecret 


manner I had taken to diſcloſe this af- 
fair. The generous Louiſa interrupted 


me in them all, with flattering enco- 


miums upon my conduct. She was 
convinced, ſhe ſaid, that I regarded 
her, and in return ſhe regarded me.— 
I could not but rejoice at this happy 


circumſtance, which induced ſo fa- 


vourable a confeſſion.— I acknowledg- 
ed my acquaintance with Mr. Emmet, 
and told her the means we became 
gracious. I made ſome remarks on his 
moms» and N that he was hardly 
uſed; 
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uſed; but Louiſa hinted a thing, which 
indeed ſtartled me. 

« My uncle (cricd ſhe) has juſt aſ- 
ſured me that Mr. Emmet has al- 
ready a wife.“ . 

„Already !—then he is a villain.” 

6 Yes, already—A wife he does not 
ſee—a wife that he has left behind— 
and it is on this account, my uncle told 
me, his child is concealed.” 

I was thunderſtruck—Yes—I ſaw 
| the matter plainly, and began to think 
that Mr. Emmet was indeed a bad 
B „ 

After further, but unneceſſary, re- 
marks upon his character, I left my 

dear Louiſa, in hopes that I might 
meet Maſter Moreland, and contrive 
ſome means of ſerving my friend; 
which I flatter myſelf I have done 
moſt effeQually. — 
Vor. II. T My 
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My ſearch for the wild King Richard 
was at preſent in vain: however, a_ 
thought ſtruck me that Mr. Emmet 
was my man for your buſineſs : beſides, 
as his character was ſo very dubious, 
1 ſtill feared his defigns might be in- 
jurious to Louiſa, and naturally with- 
ed my rival-enemy away. — Happily, 
while my thoughts were ripe, I met 
him—But: Oh Charles! his dejection 
{poke his diſappointment ; and I read 
plotting deſpair in his countenance. 

„] am glad I faw you, (cried Em- 
met)—1 am diſcovered. Some ſecret, 
lurking enemy, has told Mr. Groveby 
my defigns, and he has told my uncle; ; 

who — 15 


How?“ = 
I can't tell you how; but when! 
pad my defigning.vifit to Miſs Armi—- 

tage, ſhe was denied—Denied, though 
the 
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ſhe promiſed to be at bome—Denicd, 
though ſhe was at e 
gut are you ſure ?” 

„Perfectly. I met my uncle a little 


after. He ſtared at my new cloaths, 
and aſked me was I going to be mar- 


ried.” - 

„But (added he) Louiſa won't have 
you — No, Mr. Cumberland — How- 
ever I'll get you a wife; and one that 
wil have you. —I am going a long 


journey about her to-morrow : you had 


better wait for her—A bird in the hand 


is worth two iu the buſh, Are 
good proverb that!“ 


] was ſo angry about rhe diſcovery 
of my ſcheme, that I paid but little at- 
tention to his ſarcaſtic humour; and 
told him, in plain Engliſh, I did not 


defire any thing but my child from 
him; and ber I would have imme- 


20S diately, 
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diately, if Law or Equity could recover 
her. 
« Very well very well, Jack But 


you won't have the wife then you 


ſhan't. 


« He that would not when he may, 
When he would, he ſhall have nay.” 


A good proverb that! Good- day 


It will be ſome time before you ſee 


me again.“ 
In this manner my inexorable uncle 
left me. Vexation encreaſed my ſor- 


row, and my reſolution became more 


firm.— I am determined, ſpite of my 
uncle and Louiſa's, to enjoy Miſs Armi- 
tage before to-morrow night.” 

It was with much ado, indeed, that 
I could govern my paſſion ; but ima- 
gining Art would be of more advan- 
tage than Rage, I fill diſguiſed my 
thoughts, and * the friend 

Nay, 
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5 Nay, I hope I was a friend—for cer- 


tainly the poor man was blinded with 
his paſſion.— I could not, however, for- 


get Mr. Groveby's inſinuation that he 


had a wife already. In this I was 
candid, and taxed him with it: but 
really, Charles, his evident aſtoniſh- 
ment, and bold denial. of the matter, 
led me afterwards to ſuppoſe that 


Mr. Groveby aſſerted it to make Louiſa 


more cautious.— I was ſorry now that 
I mentioned this matter; as it only en- 
raged Mr. Emmet more, and ſpurred 
him on to his deſign.— He was re- 
ſolved, he ſaid, to acquit himſelf by 
letter, and thereby inform Miſs Armi- 
tage of his whole Story. — This, I aſ- 
ſure you, my Friend, alarmed me; 
and I thought it high time to deviſe 
ſomething for both our ſakes. 


I 3 While 
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While I was thinking, I ſaw at a 


| diſtance my old acquaintance, Mr. 


Stephenſon, whom J had not ſeen ſince 
W ſlept at his houſe. —I own I was 


anxious to ſpeak to him; and begged 
Mr. Emmet (as he was not willing to 
be ſeen) to wait my return in a coffee- 


houſe next us. — This he did; and 


after ſaluting the old gentleman with 
a hearty ſhake of the hand, we ex- 


changed theuſual compliments; among 


which, having enquired for Mrs. Ste- 
phenſon, he told me that his wife was 
witiz a poor unfortunate lady who had 
been delirious for ſeveral ycars, but 


now happily recovered by means of 
Dr. Browne. 
I immediately conceived this lady to 


be Elvira's mother; but, to be more 


| ſure, aſked if ſhe had any children. 


„ Ves 
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& Yes—A daughter in Dublin, (but 
he would not mention any names) who 
is upon the point of marrying a very 
wealthy Baronet ; but till the conſum- 
mation of the rites, will not be per- 
mitted by her guardians to fee Lon- 
don.—Her mother, however, not hav- 
ing ſeen her from her childhood, is 
determined (with the leave of Dr. 
Browne, and indeed, the perſuaſions of 
ſome friends) to go to her, in company 
with her daughter's guardian.” 

I knew this to be Mr. Evans, and 
| was determined to make ſome uſe of 
the information —He added that the 
Baronet was on his way to London; 
but they intended to meet him.—I 
allo diſcovered that Elvira's mother 
was the fick lady whom the Bloomer _ 
family viſited at Mrs. Montague's,— 
Great ſecreſy, I underſtand was ob- 


ſerved, 
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ſerved, for fear her inſanity might 
injure the daughter. 

Mr. Stephenſon, in his turn, aſked 
me ſome queſtions ; particularly about 
Emmet.—I told him he was ſtill in 
great diſtreſs for his concealed daugh- 
ter, —He ſaid he fincerely pitied, and 
hoped all would be well ſoon—* for 
(added he) when I had read his Story, 
and notwithſtanding his late cruelty to 
Mrs. Stephenſon, I ſaw his uncle, and 
ſpoke very much in his behalf. —How- 
ever, this good man (I ſay good, for 
though whimſical in many things, he 
has much humanity) means that his 

daughter ſhall be ſettled before he ſees 
her.— His child is in good hands—his 
friend's, Mr: Supple's and when you 
meet Mr. Emmet, I beg you will let 
him know (without mentioning your 
author) 
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author) that he will ſee his child in 
leſs than a month.” 
This was agreeable news to me; for 
4 I maintained ſome hopes of amuſing 
| the father till about that time; and 
[ before which, I flattered myſelf, I 
* could ſecure Miſs Armitage. | 
X Thovgh in a hurry now to leave Mr. 
x Stephenſon, I could not forbear ſeruti- 
= nizing into Mr. Groveby's aſſertion: 
for I aſſure you, Charles, that if I were 
aſſured Mr. Emmet was guilty of a 
baſe—a wicked action (as certainly it 
would be, if he has a wife and withes 
to have another) I would not only de- 
ſpiſe, but drop his acquaintance,— 
However, Mr. Stephenſon, on my fay- 
ing that I heard Mr. Emmet had a wife 
alive, ſmiled, and faid with an air of 
humour, but in a downright negative 
manner —““ If he has, it muſt be un- 
known 
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known to himſelf. I knovw it is 4 re- 
ported; but Mr. Emmet, I am con- 
vinced, bears no guilt.“ 8 
This was ſufficient, —I prepared for 
taking leave, —The old man would 
have detained me longer, with many 
frivolous queſtions, particularly if 1 
knew of a fit perſon for an attorney's 
apprentice, &c. &c. but making la- 
conic anſwers, and plainly confeſſing 
my hurry, I promiſed to call the next 
morning, and accordingly ran: away to 
the coffee-houſe. 
Thinking this the beſt time for put 
ting our ſcheme into execution, I met 
Emmet with aſſumed joy, and aſſured 
him I had happy news for him. 
„What: — What?“ 

& You ſhall fee your Aa * 
„Indeed! How? — When?“ 


His 
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His eyes ſparkled with undiflembled 


pleaſure, and in every look, in every 


action, the father was confeſſed. 


„In a month: but perhaps ſooner, 


if you are willing to poſtpone your in- 
tentions of marriage.” 

„ Oh! (cried he, with ſtarting tears) 
Go on—Miſs Armitage is nothing to 


me—ſhe is no wife now—conſequent- 
ly my daughter is nearer, and dearer !” 
« Well, (for now I was ſummoning 


all my beſt thoughts) I hear that your 
daughter is under the protection of Mr. 
Supple. I cannot find out where that 
gentleman lives, but perhaps may lead 


to a diſcovery. There is a Baronet, a 


Sir Walter Headſtrong, | on his way 
From Dublin here. He comes by the 
Head; and to meet, J underſtand, a 
gentleman in London, whom he does 
not pertonally know, Now, if you 


would 
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you. — 
y ice—Oh! lucky moment my heart 
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would perſonate that gentleman, and 
meet Sir Walter, by detaining or going 
with him to Dublin, T make no doubt 


but you will diſcover Mr. Supple, and 


of courſe your child.“ 

He aſked me ſeveral pertinent . 4 
tions with great impatience, but par- 
ticularly what Sir Walter was coming 
here about, —I confeſſed it was a mar- 


riage, in which the old gentleman's 
conſent was required; and intimated a 
wiſh that the Baronet ſhould not ſuc- 


ceed 1 in his endeavours. 
„A match !—Tell me (added he, 


with equal ardour) what is the gentle- 


man's name that J am to perſonate.” 
A Mr. Evans.” 


Evans! (echoed he with aſtoniſh- 


ment)—Evans!——Enough—I thank 


Yes—I will follow your ad- 


tells 
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tells me I will ſucceed !—Good-day : 1 
muſt take my place in the ſtage-coach 


mmeditely,—Farewell.” 


This I thought promiſed well. I 


don't know whether Charles may ſee 


it in the light I do; but I know the 


_ diſpoſition of Emmet ſo perfectly, that 
I am aflured he will prevent Sir Walter, 


by either a multiplicity of queſtions or 


remarks, from purſuing his deſign. Do 


you then loſe no time in ſecuring 


Elvira. 


A little after, I met Maſter More- 
land, and was determined to make 
ſome uſe of him too. He had on a 
new ſuit of cloaths, to cut a figure, 
no doubt, before a theatrical manager; 


for which, I ſuppoſe, he borrowed the 
twenty pounds. He aſked me if I had 
made the promiſed application about 


him: I gave him an affirmative anſwer: 


and as a new ſcheme that inſtant oc- 
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curred, which would not only I thought 
be productive of much ſport, but be alſo 
of ſervice to our other plot, (being, per- 
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haps, the means of delaying Mr. Evans, 


and preventing him from overtaking 
Mr. Emmet) I aſſured him there was 


a manager who was now going to Dub- _ 
lin in order to provide a company ; and 


adding that he wanted a Romeo imme- 
diately, adviſed him by all means to ſee 


him in the morning early, and told him 


he might uſe the name of Sir Walter 


Headſtrong (an acquaintance of mine) 
as a further recommendation ; but not 


to take notice of his whimſicalities; 


for he was ſuch a ſtrange character, I 


ſaid, that he very often denied his pro- 
feſſion for the ſake of proving the ef- 
frontery of his candidates. 


But take no notice, (continued I) 
* you will go to Dublin with him, 
and 
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and give him a fouch of Macbeth, 
Pierre, or whatever you pleaſe.” 
II will, pon my life,” promiſed the 
poor rejoiced dupe, who left me imme- 
diately to ſtudy a new character for the 
awful trial. 

T hope my friend will allow the ſu- 
periority of my devices now. If I find 
that you are not a happy man in your 
next letter, I will call you a very 
*wretched adventurer indeed. 
Adieu. | | 
W. IxTTERSON. 


P. S. A meſſage from Mr. Groveby. 
He wiſhes to ſee me immediately at 
Hampſtead, where he is gone again.— 
What in the name of wonder ean it 
be? But why need I aſk % Soon as 
my frizeur has completed my dreſs, 
1 will know. 


v2 CHARLES | 
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CHARLES FORTESCUE, Es&Q 
T8 


WILLIAM JEFFERSON, ESN 


„Es, my Friend, am now a hap- 
Py man.— ! will not weary your 
patience with tedious comments upon 
Mr. Frampton's benevolence, but ouly 
fay that he did all iu his power to ac- 
celerate my felicity. He propoſed the 
wedding before Sir Walter returned ; 
afturing me, he would take upon him- 
ſelf all the fault, and infure a recon- 
ciliation. | 
We were married laſt Monday, and 
in*the evening Mits Underwood was 
mvited : ſhe brought with her Mrs. 
Walpole; and /be brought with her Mr. 
Norfolk. Thus, my Friend, though 
OE 
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one was invited, three aſſembled.— 
Mr. Norfolk was very facetious upon 
ſeeing me, as likewiſe were the ladies. 

„Oh! (exclaimed Norfolk) I ſhall 
laugh heartily at my friend Sir Walter. 
— Egad it will be a double diſappoint- 
ment—he will not only loſe his wager, 
but his miſtreſs.— Oh! it will be rare 
ſport : I ſhall enjoy it truly.“ 2 

Scarcely had he uttered theſe words, 
when, to our general aſtoniſhment, Sir 
Walter entered. He was followed by 
Mr. Emmet, of whom you had written 
fo much. 5 £ 

© Good Heavens! (cried Elvira, ſee- 
ing the ſtranger) that is the gentleman 
who inſulted me in London!? 

I recolle&ted him too, and muſt con- 
feſs that this circumſtance turned me 
exceedingly againſt Emmet ; but the 
confuſion at ſeeing my guardian, de- 


U3 prived 
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prived me of all utterance. He looked 
at me very ſternly: the jocular Norfolk 
advancing, aſked him for his bottle of 
wine; but Emmet, whoſe eyes till now 
were rivetted upon Elvira, turned about, 
and ſeeing Frampton, cried out with 
loud exultation—* Oh Mr. __ I 
rejoice to ſee you !” 

Sir, (interrupted my guardian) | 
that is Mr. Frampton.” 
But I confeſs my name was Supple. 
On the day of my marriage I was 
obliged to take my wife's, as ſhe was an 
heireſs, and drop my own; therefore 
Mr. Emmet is right.“ 

Mr. Emmet! Sir! (interrupted. 
my guardian again) this is Mr. Evans.” 

„No Sir, my name 7s Emmet.—I 
perſonated my uncle, by the advice of 

my friend IO” 


85 What! 
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What! William Jefferſon !—Oh 7 
I always knew he was a 717 miſchievous 
dog,” cried my guardian. 
„ came (continued Emmet) to find 
my long loſt child.“ 
And J will . her to you—- 
here Sir, ſhe is—and with her—a ſon 
Charles Forteſcue, her huſband.” _ 
« Oh! my child, my child es 
El know you now: and 1 did know 
you before, when I met you in London. 
Il ſaw your poor mother in your face; 
therefore I followed you, even againſt 
the will of this gentleman.” _ 
„Oh! my father! (cried poor El- 
vira, burſting into tears) — this is a 
parent more than I expected.“ 
They embraced and wept in each 
other's arms.—I aſſure you, William, 
there was not a dry-eyed ſpectator in 
e + 
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the room.— Mr. Emmet alſo embraced 


me. 


. as Sir Walter had recovered 
from his aſtoniſhment, he enquired the 
meaning of all this, and if his ward 


was married to his Elvira. 


« Yes Sir, (rejoined Mr. Frampton) 
but you muſt conſider, Sir, that 


Charles had your conſent to marry an 


heireſs, whenever he could meet one; 


and now Sir, that Elvira is known to 
be the daughter of Mr. Emmet, ſhe is 
alſo known to poſſeſs twenty thou- 
ſand pounds; and I rejoice that ſhe has 


met a man who has married her not for 


her money but herſelf.” 

Mr. Norfolk la. ghed heartily at Sir 
Walter, who finding it all apainſt him, 
called me, after you, a miſchievous dog, 
and fo laughed too. 

But 


- a F W's L_—_— | 
bee ira | Ex od ar 5 a 


e hy. R 
N . e Fo Rc 3 1 


on, THE BOLD ADVENTURERS. 225 


But the ſcene became very ſerious 
again, when Mr. Emmet underſtood 
his wife was alive. Hearing of her late 
inſanity (on which account ſhe was 
kept away from him) and her now 
happy recovery, he clafped his hands, 
thanked God, and burſt into tears. On 
being aſſured that he ſhould ſhortly ſee 
her, he became more appealed, and the 
' remainder of the evening was ſpent in 
the celebration of our wedding. 


(In G ) 


To-day Mrs. Emmet and Mr. Evans 
arrived: the latter was much ſurpriſed | 
on hearing of his nephew's arrival; but 
after uttering a proverb or two, ſeemed 
very well fatisfied. The huſband con- 
cealed him till the meeting between the 
happy mother and daughter was over. 
ang indeed i it was! Idreaded every 

moment 
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moment that Mrs. Emmet would be 
ſeized with a relapſe ; but her ſenſes 
were ſtill perfet, —By the care and WW 
prudence of Mr. Evans, I underſtood ; 
that Mrs. Emmet never ſuppoſed her 


| huſband dead; fo that this next meet? | 


ing was not 0 alarming as I dreaded. 
Emmet, indeed, betrayed the moſt 
evident ſigns of joy: he wept, claſped 
his hands repeatedly, and embraced his 
dear dear wife, and dear dear daughter 
alternately.  —- - 
« There! (cried Mr. Evans) I have 
provided you with a wife now.” 
And I thank you, uncle,” cried the 
grateful Emmet. 
All animoſity ceaſed : Sir Walter 
forgave me; and Evans ſhook hands 
with his nephew. 
Thus William, you ſee how things 
unexpectedly turn out, —Mr. Emmet 
IR + has 
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has a wife without being a villain, and 


I am married to an heireſs, though in 
purſuit of no fortune. I hope my friend 
will ſoon follow my example, and com- 
mence a married man; for I under- 
ſtand from Elvira the match is agreed 
upon. —Let me know how the King 
| Richard (or whatever you are pleaſed 
do call him) came off, as Mr. Evans has 
not mentioned a word of it —My only 


wiſh now 1s, to have my friend and his 


cara ſþoſa with us; and this is Elvira's 


prayer too. She ſends. you her com- 


pliments, requeſts you will remember , 
her to Miſs Armitage, and tell her of 


our happineſs. 
wa 
=: Four 
C. ForTxsCUup. 
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WILLIAM JEFFERSON, ESC 
_ e 
CHARLES FORTESCUE, Eso. 


Have the pleaſure to inform my 
dear friend that Louiſa and I were 


| married yeſterday morning; and as it 
is my intention, with the leave of her 
uncle, to introduce her to my Iriſh 


acquaintances, I ſhall defer all other 


particulars till we meet together. 


will only add, for your preſent enter- 
tainment, the remainder of Maſter 


| Moreland's ſtory. 


According to my advice he waited 
upon Mr. Evans about the time the old 
gentleman intended to commence his 


Journey. He told him, that being ap- 
prized of his going to Dublin, he came 
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to offer his ſervices —Mr. Evans ſtared; 


and upon his mentioning Sir Walter's 
name, (as I bade him) requeſted to 


know how he meant to ſerve him. -A 


very comical ſcene enſued The miſe 
taken ſpouter told his buſineſs, and was 


giving a ſpecimen of his abilities, when 


the old gentleman endeavoured to con- 
vincehim of his miſtake; but Moreland, 


mindful of what I had told him, per- 
ſiſted in calling him a manager, and, 


ſpite of his 1 interruptions, proceeded 1 in ; 


his Romeo— 


ac « Wert thou as young as I—Tulict ty love —“ > 


1 I fay, you are all wrong. — 


again, Wert thou as young as I,” 
&c. in hopes to be right; and, by his 


repetitions, ſo teazed poor Mr. Evans, N 
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that the old gentleman fell into a 


violent rage, and called him a villain. 
« Tibalt, (cried Maſter Moreland) 
c The reaſon that I have to love thee, 


 «< Doth much excuſe the appertaining rage 


« To ſuch a greeting.—/l/ain IJ am none, 


« Therefore farewell —1 ſee thou know'ſt me : 


97 


4 1 


Oh! Farewell Farewell“ —cried : 


the old gentleman ; but after all, could 
not get rid of him.—An explanation 
enſued. Mr. Evans loſt his ſeat in the 
ſtage- coach by this delay; and Maſter 


Moreland finding his. miſtake, began to 
be aſhamed of himſelf, and came to 
upbraid me.— I took this opportunity 


of upbraiding him for his folly, and 
by ſome timely obſervations convinced 
him of it.—He conſented to return to 
his father and mother, upon my aſ- 


by. 2 8 ſuring 
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ſuring him he ſhould go to ſchool no 
more, but enter upon ſome genteel em- 
ployment; and recollecting Mr. Ste- 0 
phenſon's wiſh to have an apprentice, | 
I mentioned it to his father; then 
with his and the ſon's conſent, brought 
him to Mr. Stephenſon, and hope! 
have made them all happy. 

Mr. Evans was extremely vexed that 
he had loſt his ſeat; but recolleing 
one of his proverbs, „ Haſte makes 
waſte,” he waigd iy, conn till 
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gether, they would afford much enter- ; 
tainment: nor could any, I think, who ö 
would | 
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ments to Mrs, F orteſcue, te Emmet, 
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f would read the hiſtory of WILLIAM 
and Cuanrss, deny but. what they 
were BOLD ADVENTURERS.—Compli- 


&. aud believe me, 
Your' 8 boah, 


W. JIxyrkRSOx. 


